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Introduction 

It was not until recently that it becme apparent that the two fields I have spmt 

my entire college career studying, Environmental Studies and Art History, have melded 

md permeated my life in unexpected ways. The issues sursounding consenration, 

particularly the 5xation with reachg authenticity when restoring an endangered area 

md the eEorts taken to combat the spread of kvasive species do not diBer much from 

hose sunomding the conservation of important monuments. The Great Mosque of 

Cordoba is a building &at has been constmtly transformed md sougb~ after, each md 

every time because of the perceived authenticity of its interior md its histony. 

Curiously enough, it is often perceived as either a Muslim space or a Christian 

space, but hardly ever as a hybrid construction md a product of its long history as a 

conquered space. One wonders why such a division is present, as it is apparent to my 

casual tomist that the mosque is no longer a mosque, but the cathedral is uncomfo~ably 

in contact with elements of the other, therefore m h g  the b~ilding hard to conceive as 

simply a cathedral. 

Jim CaPrTton, Director of the Williams-Mystic program, shared the story of an 

expert of Hawaiim barnacles who received photographs &om a photogapher capturing 

the diversity in the area. He came across a photograph of a barnacle not native to Hawaii 

md, instead of questioning why th& particular barnacle was appearing in Hawaii, sent the 

photograph back to the photogapher telling him that he had mistakenly sent him a 

photograph he had not taken in Hawaii. Of course, the p h o t o ~ a p h e ~  was sure he had sent 



b m  the correct photographs, but the expert was adaxant about it being a mistake. Soon it 

came to be h3owm h a t  &3s white barnacle was rapidly invading fle coast of Hawaii md 

in fact had already formed a chain around one of the islands. No one had tsdy noticed 

until an aqateur photographer called the attention of the specialist. It is o h  sunppising 

what is overlooked because of the level of specialty people reach. The howledge that 

comes &om engabairng i~ more sophisticated knowledge mi$& create an oversight of the 

bigger picture or simply the nmowing of the field. 

IVhile the history of h s  mosque has been thoroughly researched a d  written 

about, the same level of interest has not translated into a deeper sbdy of the Cks t im  

transfornations and how they interact with what was previously there. 'What ' 1s most 

apparent to the casual visitor has not become the study of ibe building. A collage of 

C h s t i m  m d  M u s l i ~  elements comes into play fros~l one aisle to another and instead of 

interpreting their co-existence, becoming h e  specialist of one or the other seems like fhe 

plausible soi~tion. 

Great Mosque of Cordoba has been the critical centerpiece in the conflicts 

betweera. rVIuslim and CBr.ristim Spain, some of whch continue to this day. M e n  it was 

constructed it pxalleled the Great Umayyad Mosque at Dmacus ,  one of the greatest 

~ c h i t e ~ ~ r a ~  ack2evemernts of Islm. politically md architecturally. But udike the 

mosque in Damascus, the Cordoba mosque added a further chapter by experiencing a 

conversion to a CLristim cathedral. Tmoughout hstory, Muslims md Ch15s"ims alike 

have attempted to harness the power of the Cordoba mosque. Because of the 

complexities of such a heterogeneous region, such as al-hdalus. it is difficult to separate 

its MusIim past from its Catholic present. The Great Mosque of Cordoba was a central 

symbolic site in the conflicts between Chstians md Muslims for cmbries. Its 



continuous architectural t-ansfomations set the stage for a contested space driven both by 

the inevitable difference between Catholic and Muslim spaces of worship and the shifting 

political power of the Muslim Catholic traditions in Spain. 

the mosque stood as testiaony to the errpasndiag presence of I s l z ~ i c  mle 

oa the Sparisk peninsula. From the eigllth io the twelfth century, the Great Mosque of 

Cordoba's interior and extefior spaces were enlarged in order to accom.nodaie the 

growing nmber  of worshippers in the city. founder of the Lmayyad dynasty in 

Spain, Abd a l - R h a n  I, settled in Cordoba afier fleeing from Syria, where the Umayyad 

caliphate had fallen. In Cordoba the population was large enough for him to have to 

build a congregational mosque. 

With the exception of a short Christian conquest in 1 146, the mosque remained in 

Muslim possession untB1 the reconquista of Cordoba in 1236. Tne turning point in% the 

mosque's &story was the reconguista, which forever trmsfomed the dyslamic of the 

intex-ior space. Without a doubt, the Great Mosque of Cordoba held significant symbolic 

powers connected to the political socia: k s t o ~ y  of the region, which the CIx-istim 

conqueror coveted, but it also offered the architectural possibilities 80 physically embed a 

Catholic cathedra1 into a ivluslim prayer space 

That motivation of choosing one space over motl-ier is what drove the restoration 

efforts in the twentieth centmy. The notion of being able to return the previous splendor 

of the building or being able to return itto a more original state motivated arc&tects to 

continue their efforts. At this point, the question of whch authentHciQ is the most 

desirable to reach is important. To reach the point of returning the building to its tenth 

century state would mean removing a substantial mount of art  which has been embedded 

over the centuries. W o  is to say what is authentic or worthy in the building? By this 



century. the building has been in C=hstian possession for seven cenliines; far longer than 

it was in Muslin hands. The notion of a hybrid space, decorated in r collage of Muslim 

and Chstian styles rather than 2 dual space, can. illuminate motivations for changes, 

social and political, which have shaped an:! preserved such an ?&portant monument of 

Western HsHm. 



Chapter One: The Church of St. Vincent and the Transition into Muslim 
Rule 

h order to trace the steps taken to build such a large md visually powerful 

mosque discussion must begk with the circumstances that enabled tbe arrival of Muslims 

in the Iberian Penins~~la. h i e s  from the Xear East beg% their quest to conquer as many 

lands in the West as possible in the ezly eighth centmy. ID the Iberian Peninsula. 

Visigoth m1e was showing visible s i p s  of wealmess. such as peasant uprisings a d  lack 

of administrative control. Muslim armies headed north begimjng in 71 1 where there 

were f z  more riches to be found. By 7 16 the IlbeI-Bm Peninsula had been almost fully 

conquered. IVhile a$-Andalus. as the conquered Ibe~an  peninsula was h o t m  to Arab 

Muslims in the Middle ~ ~ e s ,  remained in Umayyad nile h u a o u t  the caliphate's 

reis, it was increaskg1y apparent how difficult it was to mle sr land with such diverse 

peoples, especially one so remote isolated &om h e  seat of power in Damascus. 

Further, d - h d d u s  had no bordering Islamic state, making it difficult for Dmasc-us to 

interfere effectively as problems arose, had they wished to." 

The Early Site 

site on which the Great Mosque of Cordoba sits was formerly home to the 

Visigot"akhu~ch of St. Vincent. Of the church itself: there are no preserved descl-sptions 

or records to further illuminate the accounts of hfuskm writas. %?bat is h o r n  was 

1 Oleg Cfraba. (2005). EarIv Islamic at. 650-1 iOO. Aldershot, England ; B'1~rhgton, VT :: 
AshgateN~omm, 267. 
' Marime Banicud (1991). Moorish kchtecture in Andal~sia. Koln, Taschen, 26. 



discoverec? from excavations conducted from 47,193 i to 1936 by Felix Hemmdez. a 

co~~"liissioned architec: and conservator oSCqe Grea~ ?d&lsCpe of Cordoba since 1930.' 

Wis eEo;?;s were concex:kate2 in tihe site of the original mosque and whae Sz. BTincent 

Chmch once stood. Ernfoma"eeiy he did not leave ivE$len accounts of his findings, but 

two wirreesses have recounted the results of the endezvor. M. Gomez Moreno, m 

zrchiteet closely inve?ved. with the project. af5med that 55 below the ce7,~ent Soor 

were m h s  of a building with a concrete floor and wals made of shoddy mase=y. wit21 

thee naves going east lo west, a resksonable size for 8 seventh cenPray basilica." 

In written sources. Muslim historians make mention of "he ini;ir,l expropriatmn sf 

half the ck~rcb for Muslim wo:skP.' Once the number of Muslims in the city of Cordoba 

increased, Gpe 5alf of t5.e church was no longer sufficient space to house a!] t5ose who 

came to %day prayeTs. Pnl-MaqqaG refers to severzl additions made to the building in 

order to accontrmodare the gowing p ~ p u i ~ i a n . 6  Tt was not until the ascent of Abd a- 

Raismm I as &r of Cordoba flat the situation mias alle-viated. He proposed buying the 

cbm-ch for 1,080 dinas fism the Ayabized CFAstims in chage of it. bet they did no: 

' Manuel Nieto Cumplido. (1998). La Catedrai de Cbrdoba. C6rdo"aa, Pubiicaciones Obra Social y G~1tarai 
CajaSur, 37. 
" iSiC 40. Toi-res Babas m.d Icl. Gomez Moreno were both possilble witaesses of the project. Since there 
are no wTi,tten accounts, it is &fEcult to say. but they were in contact with Felix Hernandez. They were botb 
vcbtects. Tones BaIbas wrote extensively on the Great Mosque of Cordoba. One other account &om Felix 
He~fimdez's fr;,e~d? ,&a Maria Viacem, published after bjs death ~II 1975, notes that He was skeptical abo-ut 
 IS f indkg actually being the church of St.Vincent. as he fomd the width of the naves 'Hidicu!ous+ and 
also beczase no other characteristic or element of a lirxgical paleockristian or Visigoth budding was fomd 
near the site. Fra,ments of Visigoth comtmcdon a ~ ~ d  paHeoci-xistim ssa-cophagi were found elsewhere 
tkxoughout the mosqae. It is uncleax why Felix Hernandez was possibly skeptical about the remains of St.  
Vincent. The evidence which has slmived, whether it is kustorical accomts or vcheoiogicai reaains, 
points to %e existence of a sevenih c e n q  Visigotk church. 
' %id. 36. 
'a! conquistav los mulmanes a!-Andal'us crjustaron su conAccta a lo qzie h i c i e m ~  en Sinh Abu 'b%ayda ben 
ai-hwah 2- Ja!ib ben al- F'niTid ... cuando e~pi-o~~ini-ion a Zos cristianos la mitad de ia iglesiu mayor que 
estaba deientro de la medina de Cordoba, bffio el mui-o, y a la que liarnaban Shant Bunyant (=Saa V-incentel. 
"Once the M u s h s  had conquered al-hdalus they adjusted tbek leadership to what Abu '&;bzyCa ben a!- 
U ~ T &  y Jali'o ben al-Wa1id did i~ Syria.. .when they expropriated ha the CkxistJam half of the major 
ch-mch that ?iias iaside of the city of Cordoba, behind the wall, and w-Kch ihey called St. Vincent." 
% i ~ ,  58.  



agree to the deaf until he agreed to allow then1 to rebuild the churches outside the city 

&a? the Muslims had demolished.' By the year 585, the transaction had taken place. 

The Co&ban Emirate 

Abd a - - R h m  1, the first emir of Cordoba, & ~ e d  to a l -hddus  in 7 5  after 

fleeing the fall of the Umayyad caliphate in Dmascus in 750, succeeded in 

establishing an emirate whch honored the kgacy of kus family. He h i l t  the Great 

Mosque of Cordoba, not only because Cordoban Muslims were lzge in number 

required an appropriate worship space, but also because he was following in the 

archtectud Umayyad tradition. The Umayyad period in early Hslmic agchitectiie is 

sigpificmt, as it established a visual repertoire for ?he caliphate and the success of I s Im 

over Ckstiil$lE$ty. In tbeir buildings, most prominently ;the Great Mosque of Dmascus 

built between 709 md  71 5, they continued the Late Antique ackutecmal tradition by 

building in the ciassical Roman imperial style.8 They often built in a basilica plan with a 

series of aches mid columns. FwthemLore, they also appropriated Romm temenos towers 

thoughcut cities in S#a in order to call the faithful to prayer, but also to amounce the 

presence of a new fa311 to the non-Muslim The continuation of Late Antique 

style influenced the decoration of their palaces a d  mosques in mosaic, such =as Uirbat 

al-Maear md the Great Mosque of Damascus. 

In 750, however. kimayyad rule was toppled by the Abbasids, m-ho succeeded in 

murdering aheast every single merraber of the Umayyad family. The young Abd al- 

R&am I, barely twe2ty years old, managed to flee to nodhem Morocco, the birthplace 

7 Bid, 60. Ibn ihri and al-Maqqari % o h  wile about this episode in h e  history of the church of St. Vincent. 
Tdleir accomts are incredibEy siin2a.r. 

Grabar, 8. 
Bid, 9. 



of his Nafze-Beher moti?er.'%oojl thereafter he moved to Spain? where he counted 03 

the suppoe .sf Sj%m ma-v aii (Umayqad clients) hdialusi ~efbers.  %is conxectio:-ts 

were crucial Its his ascent to power. but no more so than the prestige of his family lineage. 

Spain's remoteness allot;cried Abd ai-Ra@mm I to be ssuccesshl Hn bjs questto become 

emir of Coydoba as Spain took no pa? in the turbulent events leading to <he fa11 of the 

Umajyad caliphate. Sgaii~c. to Abd a9-RakLmz 1's fo&~ne, had remained loyal to Lhe 

"Limqyads, at least in name. In 756, a i c h m e d  'the imig2nt, 'he was proclaimed emir 

of a i -hdaks  zn what was then the Great Mosque of Cordoba 

The Second ajina,vyad Cdiptzate 

7;1'6iIA4bd E-Rab~n= 111's p-oclmation as caliph i?=., 929, the emirate had been 

relativeiy mconcmed wrth the distmt A$'basld caliphate. Tneir detac'men; fio:~: the 

caliphate couid be read as a way of quietly subverting it or as accepting that there could 

only be one caiiph, therefore honorieng the title itseif." &Id a r - R h a n  III's military 

Vi .L~05es 04 adv;3_n:ageous!y occmed in a politically unfavorable ciimate for h e  Abbasids. 

The time was ripe for such a proclmaxion, as the Abbasids stmggHed to control fheir 

empire and fle Fatiraids were encroaching upon the pe~HXBsda hh.01~ Qayawm. Northern 

~frica." In a strategic m v e ,  he capitalized on the chaos that had ensued by m v h g  in on 

'Northem A&ca. He effectively secured allies wit& enemies of the Fatimids who could 

haire ofhenvise proved problematic for kP;,s reign. 

'%a-ricmd; 30. 
 avid J. Wasserstek. (1993). The Calinhate in the West: AD Islamic Political Institution in the Iberian 
EPe~hu18. Oxford, Clamdon Press, 9. The idea seems piausibie, if ody because Abd al-Rdma~i I 
established m eennlgare and did not talie the title of caliph which, by t ha~  point. had belonged to his family. 
The Umayryads did not forget what the Abbasids had done, as they made it a point to call themselves 'sons 
of cafipk.' However: given the c~cmsw.ces ,  it was not until Abd a l - R h m  IE became e& that it 
seemed possible politically a d  miiii&!y ro take the titie of caliph. 
I ?  .- %id. 10. 



Afier the military campaigns. Abd al-R&mm ordered that imms  in every 

mosque in his domain invoke God's blessing on the caliph refaring to him as the 

C o m m d e r  of the Faithfi.11. This W ~ S  a powerfd md widely recognized mode of 

legitimating the m1er by broadcasting his ttitie and asserting sovereignty ire front of the 

male population.'3 The title of caliph was thereon passed down until 103 1 when their 

power had dwindled, giving way to the tagas, a period of decentralization m d  mwt-ring 

regions that characterized Islamic d e  in Spain in the eleventh century. 

"~anina M. Safim Th second Umawad Caliphate : the Articulation of Caliplad Legitimacy in al-hdalus. 
Cambridge, Mass. Harvahd UEi.;versity Press. 19. 



Chapter Two: The Flourishing of the Great Mosque of Cordoba 

,Wosque Architecture-the lfypostyle Mosque 

earliest Type of mosque is the 'fiypostyle, a prayer hall with vertical supports 

or ~ 3 1 ~ s  which suppo~: a low-lying roof. 04en, the prayer hali's aisles open onto 

e~closed courtyard. A mosque is not in itself z holy space, as a Christian chrch  is, bm 

rather what is sacred is the directioc s f  the qibla wall which faces towwds Mecca 

wnla,~unces to worshippers the direction for prayer. On the qtbia wali. a niche or recess 

called "ke mikzrab is ?wand, mother essential element of a mosque. Ofie~: the midzmb is 

the most lavishly decorate6 part of fhe mosque, therefore making it the most praminera: 

feature, as it is on the qqibh wall md most clearS-y demarcates the direction of prayer. To 

the rigalt of the mihrclb is a mt~bar ,  a raised seat fiom which the imamP delivers a sermon, 

the khutba, at Friday noon prayers. The prayer haBI wodd also contain a maqszlya, an 

enclosed or screened area for the ruler. 

Pztic~~Harly important to this study is the Great Mosque of Damascus. which was 

built by &e Umayyad cal~ph al-'sA7did iffa 71 5 sand is one of the earliest examples of a 

bypos~yle mosque (Figixe 49. As was often the case in the constmction of eady mosques, 

the site of the mosque was a fomer church and pre-Islamic remenos, a sacred walled zrea 

surrounding a temple. The thee-aisled, 5 60 meters long, mosque was most 

advantageously bcilr against the southern wall of the temenos, which constituted the qtbla 

wall. Two of the teinepzos ' earlier towers were appropriated into the new constmction. 

The prayer bail lvas composed by a system sf double-tiered arcades which were built 



E-om reused colums. Leading to the qtbia was a wider nave, s i ~ i l a r  to a basilicz with a 

c i e r e s to~  level, aad a dome above &e mihrab. A colo~~s"~aded portico opened onto a 

courtyard ontside s f  the prayer haii. The faqade uras maked by a g m d  entrmce at the 

axis of the building; directly leading to the wider nave and to the mikzrab. Most 

impressive was the lavish decoration found inside and mtside the mosque, partic~~larly 

- d 
mosaics, @ding, md colored and carved ;.haable. " 

The e e a ;  Mosque c3fCoPzJoba-a~ Umckyyad mosque 

Upon h s  an-iva:. ~"tlad a.r-R&man I the entered what m-as then the Great Mosque 

. - 
of Cordoba. the section facing south In the church of St. Vincent.'' Muslims md 

Christia~s shared the building for worship until the space could not accommodate the 

gowing Muslim population. The part of the church occupied by Christians was bo~gh: at 

a hi& pffice and the agreement that they could rebuild %he churches tom down as a 

consequence ofthe Muslim conquest.I6 Soon afier me transaction took place, from 786 to 

787, Abd a - R a h m  4 began building Cordoba's o m  hypostyle congregational :nosque 

on the site of the chmclm an6 cconstmctiow was reportedly finished within a year. 1% the 

p ~ c e  of 80.000 dinars, he built a mosque large enougll to house 5,000 worshippers. 'The 

entirety of the building. i~acluding the fortifying walls surpomdlslg the prayer hal: and 

co~rtyzd.  measured 79.021 m wide a d  78.88 m Bong, m&ng it XI almost pe~ec t  

square.I7 Measkired from the inside. the rectmguiar prayer hall was 73.7'7 meters wide 

md 36.72 meters long. Boththe prayel- hall and the corartyard. incbtdhg the exterior 

I4 F Barry Flood. (200 1) B e  Great Mosque of Damascus Skd:es on the Mahags of an Umavvad V~suai 
Criiture. Lexdeln Boston, 5n11,2. From lus Oescnptlons m d  amched archtecthisai plans 
'j Xeeo Cmplldo (1 9981, 56 
j6 %ad, 60-6! 
1" Hbid. 64 Mezswemer,r;s are &om Fel~x-Hernandez's exca~at~oras in tbe 1930s. EIe thoroughly excakated 
the slte of the ongrnai mosque. 



~val'ils, rotaled a surface area of 3. 924.74 m2. At LIe PLae, it was the mosque with the 

Xagest prayer hall and second la-gest smface zea.  onaly second to Qay~awan. originai15~ 

built in 670-680. which had a courtyard measwing 3,120 m%alone. : 8 

Inside the prayer hall were elever_ aisles m6 eleven bays pependicclax to the 

qibta wal!, with an axial n a e  leading to the m%mb w~der :E.,as-n the rest (figure 0. 

central naye measxed 7.82 meters wide, thus reqeni~g the two o ~ t e r  aisles to be 

narrower. The east nave was 5.50 meters wide, while the west nave was 5.48 meters 

wide. AT1 of the aisles ir, between measmed anywhere from 6.76 meters to 6.91 meters. 

During Fdix Hernandez's excavations, wher, these meesu~ements were  eke^, he also 

found tbat the east and west wall were not paallel, but rather that they converged in 

rehtion to tlhe axis of the central nave, wkch explains some of the variation in aisle 

widtb.I9 The south and south wails were not exactiy paallel. but close. 

As in the Uxayyad Mosque of Damascus, desg~de the fact that the colums were 

salvage2 .gi-ors, mins, which were pimtihl In the eighth century, h e y  were caehi_iliy 

chosen as to make t h m  as uniform as possible (Figure 2). Slight v&ations in heigllb' 

were a2 issue, thou& height adjustments were not di6cuIt. The c o l m s '  

hei&ts wcre a~justed by placing them on m c i f o m  bases.'%ach aide was composed of 

eleven bays, m&ng it a g m d  total of 120 columns for the entirety of the building. E V ~ H - J J  

column was carved from mable; most were smooth, while a few- had vertical or spiral 

grooves, thou& they were not configured i;f$fo the buildding in my particular :2- ay. n e i r  

colors range2 from white or gray with white gab, or g a y  or red. As with the carved 

IS %id., 64. 
l9 Bid, 64. 
30 MEET& Frisbmm and Hasan-Uddk E(lrzn., Ed. f 1994). The Mosnue : Histow. .kcfaitecturai Development 
and Regional Diversitv. New Uork, Thanes and. Hudson, 102. 



coicms, there is no bn2ication thaz coiumns were placed in any particular p a t t e ~  wi'k'h 

regards to color. 

- 
1 he icosic horsesi~oe rounded aches themseltres are constracted from stone 

and brick voussoirs that al.tenate betwee9 white and red. Every arch was finned by 

seven alternating stone voussoirs md eight goups of 3 red bricks in between them 

(Figure 31.~' Beginning from the bottom. the c r~c i fom base allowed for a uniform 

heigbt. The capitals, all from the 5rst to sevennth cenPw5es. miere predonrzina~tly 

Corinthian. There have been extensive studies done on the capitals, though It has 

been L a d  to say with m y  act-aacy which ones mi& be fkom the C ~ ; S F C ~  of St. Vincent, 

31 

there are definitely fifb to seventh century capitais in the original mosque.-- On top of 

the capitals sit cjmati2, a featme that allowed wider pilasters because their inverted 

pyamid square shaped surface provided more swface area fsom ti-hich to build on. 

Of the 220 c y a t i a  in the o ~ g n a i  nosqase, twenty-three have bem identified as Visigoth 

molding salvaged from ruins. 

Upon first glance, the viewer is leci to believe that both aches provide the 

necessary- support to bear the weight of the roof and the walls, bit  rather, it is the rounded 

top arch built onto a pilaster that holds the eveight. Square-shaped pilasters built onto the 

c p a t i a  z e  wider than the capitals m d  calms, therefore able to c m y  more weight. At 

eye-level, there is a uIIIfom wei&tlessness c~eated by the relatively thin columns. Far 

less attention is sougbt by fbe unassuming stone pilasters that caxy the apper rounded 

arches built upon them. The bottom horseshoe aches are mostly decorative. However, 

the pilasters were not merely functional: as there &-as some effort to soiien their 

Rid, 93. Back measures .20 meters wide. .39 meters long, and .03 meters +&ck. 
" %id, 76. 



appearance by caving cylin&+cal rolls on the protniding edges, once again. sEeIding 

35 their width and heaviness in conkst to the colums: 

Also impol-amt to note are the original Boor and ceiling. Currently, t3e ceiling 

height is 9.4'7 meters. a hl! H .20 meters higher &an the original, according to Felix 

Hernandez. His excavations also discovered &at the tme noor of the mosque was made 

of q u i c ~ i n e  dyed a fine and deep red ocher or almaqa, as it was called it?, 

covered by mgs. 

There are no certifiable remains of the original mihrarb, fl~ou& it is speculated to 

have been no more than a simple niche on the qibla wall. Felix Hernandez, as he was 

excavating the first western aisle of al-Mmsur's addition, fet.and remains of a niche that 

codd have possibly been from the original mosque's mihmb." However, he believed 

them to be part of tlhe east door of fhe ori,gkal mosque that was demolished when al- 

Mmw began his expansion. The remains were a convex molding of acanthus leaf motif. 

the symbol of the Cordoba caliphate. In my case, the pieces were not found beyond the 

spot where the original mosque's qibla wall would have stood, making it quite plausible 

that they could have been part of the mihmb. 

h the time of the origmaal mosque the exterior portal of St. Sebastian, the oldest 

left stranding, exited to the west side towiSgds the Alcazar. Orig~nally built with the rest of 

the construction in the eight century, what remains of it today is the result ofrepaigs 

pedomed in the ninth century. The portal itself does not differ much from the interior 

'j &id, 43. The last two aisles of lfie fouadational mosque did not feature carved cyEnCkica3 rolls on the 
edges of the pilasters, but rather, a sounded edge. This change codd have been intentional from the 
inception of the foundational mosque, but 
24 Bid. 71. 
25 %id, 75. M. Gornez Moreno, mother archeect, believed it to be tbe remaills of the rnihrab niche. 



spice since ir hiiows Ble motif of the stone m d  hick ach  dec~rdion. '~ F~rther repairs of 

"is gortai were coEpleted once the mosque was a catbedrai. 

The %;st e ~ i a r g e ~ e n t  was carried abou: by _Abd w-Wak~m II md 6rAshe6 in t3e 

27 -- mid-ninth century. rie had previously been interested in f ie  origiiai mosque in 833 by 

rqairing decaying areas. His subsequent eniagement in 848 added approximately 27.18 

seters in depth by building south, begiming from the location of the previous qibla. 

Zighty columns were added, thus adding eight more c01;Bms per aisle, as this addition 

was to perfectly match with the existing aisles. In terns of decoration, eleven col~n-as 

were specially craked for the mosque, which added a level of local a-aftsmmsiiip that 

preserved the integ%ty of the Konerheiess, most of the coluiras in the 

extension were again salvaged f oa Roman asad Visbgoth ~ i i a s ,  as wib  the o~gma! 

mosque. ~~o'LL& these colams $Id not have a base. Today. only fifty of the eighty 

coIpfi."phns survive because Chistian sbscktechrai interventions in the building were nost 

heavily concentrated in1 this pa3$ of fbe mosque. 

AI-Hakm 11's demolished Abd a - R h m  II's qibIce wall ia the a;enit%l centmy in 

order to preserve the symmetry set by the o2-i@nal mosque. FV'hat little is :known is once 

again information from Felix Hernandez, md~o discovered that the nzihrab projected in a 

sectangle outw~~-,.ds &om the southem wall (Figure 9). _Also, it is known that he believed 

that the fom coiums flayking the current mihi-ab were salvaged i%om Abd ax-Rr&ma~'s 

mihrab with Ere paflicd2r purpose of reusing fhem in the new location. Since they f o m  

p& of the Hot that were especially crafied for the Abd a r - R h a n  11's mosque, their 

26 Brd. 98 It IS mieresang to note &at &e portal IS also %e oldest in Hispano-Muslrm Spah history 
'' K.A.C. Creswell. (1948). "The Great hfosqzse of Cor'.CloEafl In E d v  MusI~m Arcbiectwe. kjmawads. 
Emlv AKlasBds and Tuluids. Oxford. 140 Creswell sites Ibr, A$hari's accounts ofthe bm!dkg process and 
Bates that Ibn A h  gaves two different corngietroo dates for the project, 833 and 848. 
'' Nieto Cumphdo (1998), 140. Cuq i ido  cites one of the accowts of the last acktect allowed to conduct 
excahatiors ~n the mosque, M Gomez Moreno. 



capitais are carved with inter-lacing acmt:,"ius ieaves, once believed to be Roman because 

"9 of theis sdpexior qcality (Figure lo).- 

in order to preserve the ~ , ~ r n e b - y  established by s~g ina l  square-shaped mosque, 

Abd a - -Rk im 11's expsasion also included ~z r ,  eniaxgement of the patio. At this time, 

the mosque measured approxinately 129.2 1 meters ~ ~ O H E :  to sow11 and 

approximately 79.23 meters from east lo west (Fi,we 5). The prayer hall alone increased 

by 2.01 8 m2 for a total oi'4.727 rn? Once h e  edargement was completed, the mosque 

was able to hold 9,486 wosshippers, almost twice as many as the foundational aosque. 

Abd a - - R h m ' s  son M u h m a d  continued with h e  finishing touches of the project. 

Demolishing the qibla wall md contiming building southwards were more 

practical than extending eastwasds or westwards. Adding more square footage to the side 

of the mosque would have meant de~nolishing &e i'ortifylng walls, including the portals 

sunom-ding the mosque. Also, an expansion to either side would ta,~~per with the 

hmoniow.  processional character of the ori,&al nmosque. The elegant axis formed by 

the main pofial, the central aisle, and the mihrab would be dismpted. _4bd d-&h~~m"s 

project architect must have considered all of ~hese questions and fms decided to build 

switi~wads despite having to build a new mihrab. Abd a ~ - W h n m  Ii's extension 

followed the canon established by the o5ginaI mosque in that it continkled to use the 

system of aches on cclumis and the same conhpmfion of aisles. 

7%:: second edmgemenb was ordered by the second caliph of Cordoba, a i -Haka~ 

beginning in 962 and ending in 966 (Figure 7). From the time H-se became caliph. he 

occupied himself with the mosque. In fact, the enlargement of the mosque was tiis first 

29 Bid, 136. Cumplido quotes E. Tones Balb.bas descraptioa ofthe coEum capi-&Is. 



order of blasi~~ess.'~ He made the same decision as Abd a r - R a h m  11, to extend the 

southem end sf the prayer ha5 by 36 meters, add 1 ! aisles, m d  build an omate qfbla kvaii 

md mihr-ab. After the dome above the mikzrab was completed ic 955, the aosalc 

decoration of the qibla wall begm. At the request of al-H&m, the Byzantine emperor in 

Consbmtinople sent craftsmen to c a y  out the work. The dispatch of mosaics 

Byzantine aaftsmen was not u n c o m o ~ ~ ,  as tbey were held in regad; however, it is 

significant to note that d-H&m minored al-Wdid's order to have Byzantine crafismea 

and rnateriak to be se& to him from Constatinope for his mosque at ~ m a s c u s . "  Since 

the fomer, and ori$nal. giblck wzll had to be demolished ie order to extend the mosque 

fiifier sw~th, &-Elkrn ordered :he four columns ~ m i i n g  the original miizisak, 60 be 

saved a d  place in the same m m e r  h his new milzra-ab. 

Again, with &is new construction, the mifomity of the aisles ma3 arch system 

was preserved. but the addition fz surpassed the beauty of the on,*al mosque (Figure 

6). Giver? the number of changes and imovations made to the building, it is almost as if 

a'i-H&m~ II built an entirely new mosque. First, 134 colmas were especially crafted for 

the building, aitema~ng between dark and Big$$ in every aisle. Local marble was used to 

carve the colk~nvsrs, each 64 cm in d ime ta .  'The capitals c m e d  for the mosque were not 

as ornate as some of the Roman or Visigotb capitals salvaged for "a:be o$-B@na! mosque. 

thoua they were beautifilHy painted and some still show the residue ofred tint that once 

covered them. Co~tinuing wit5 the unifomity of the last extension, d-HiiHimi's columns 

also do not have bases. 

30 Cresweli, 142. Creswefi. !Lice Jam12 Saffran and Kuha Kbou-7, tell the story that, al-Hakam Fat gave the 
orders to edarge the mosque. 
31 rood, 20-21. Elood drscusses the sources recounting the ozder of tbe nosalcs for the Great Mosque at 
Damascus. The accomt of the exchange between al-Walid and h e  Byzmme emperor was already m 
existence by the 9" centuy, therefore he does noz doubt &err legitimacy. Hn fac:. he proposes that the later 
accounts contain more details, rather than embelrshent  of the facts. 



One of the most elaborate decorath-e imovations of the new constmcth~ was 

made zn the axial nave sc csefd'iy preserved thou&oeaQ ex7e~y scbsequent 

&msfomation. The inside of the aches ofthe axitaji nave fe'eatce iatricately caved 

pilasters which add mother distinction to the processional nave leading one to the mikrab 

(FHoWe 8). Above the arc:hes, caved into stone, are several Q~ranic passages which also 

lead the processio~ towwds the mikzrab. 

The interlocking Bobe6 arches with ornare floral patterns cawed into plaster 

culminate the axial n a ~ ~ e ' s  progression towads the qhla walk As opposed to the 

horseshoe romded arches found elsewhere in the mosque. these acl-ies with 5ve 

lobules, provide fhe cep1tral foccs for the sumptuous mosaic on the 4bia wall. It was a2 

adequate maker to deno;e the anival to :he foca: poi111 of the mosque, no: s d y  became 

of its rich decor&ion, bul because it is where grayer was to be oriented. IVhile a19 of tkis 

is apparent to the eye, .his system of aches is also there Bbr a more practical reason: for 

support of fhe cupolas, domes, and heavy lanterns above the qibh The addition of 

more coiums interlochg arches was necessary, kilt the canonical system of red 

brick md whte stone would have given the space the heaviness the original system tried 

to avoid since the rime of the original mosque. The lobed arches, coupled with the floral 

decoration, give theillusion of airiness, as well as providing a & m e  from which to see 

the luminous mosaic of the mihi-ab. 

motifs were si_H4Bi3a to the decoration in the axial nave. Floral patterns md 

Qwanic insc~ptions were prominent in the decorative scheme. Directly in &on9 and 

above the mihmb. a golden cupola was illuminated by a lantern. which served to make 

the entire wall sbimm~er. Id-H&am was concerraed with hmoring the tradition of his 

32 L. Tones BaIbas. (1965's. La Mezquita de Cordoba v las mkas de Madinat 31-Zahra. Madrid, Edltoria! 
Ph-Ultra. 1 1. 



predecessors, not oniy by paraleling a"eWa1id's dmmd for BjzwLtlumls inv~lvemene 

with the decora~ion of his mosque, but 21so by sym\,bolica~ly keeping and placing four 

C O ~ " ~ ~ S  of the previwds midzrcb on either side of the entrance of his mihi*ab. The 

t~ -msfo~a t ion  under al-Hakm I1 u7as the costliest, as well as the most pre-medkated. 

Eivery element of the moscpe seems to be in conversation wl"c one another, which is 

imovative, as the previous additions did nor go as f a  as to create new. decorative features 

or place such emphasis on one part of h e  mosque. 

'I'qhzt had been a building noted for its size and ingamily became spectacu1a IE 

its decorative program. The axial nave's centrality was reaffirmed by tlhe new aches 

leading to the splendorous qibla md the newly carved- aolmss md capitals were 

beautifid En their unifomity. The motifs of the alternating whke mck red horseshoe 

roundeci arches and the dassical cobdm as the base for the construction is repeared 

sirnuIt~tleously a; the e~trance ofthe miki-mb, inside the milimb, and the entablapae 

earning the mihrab 's entrmce. Al-Wakm's addition could be inteqpreted as the keystone 

m the history of the mosqzne. "L"Y%at s~mives in the imagination of whoever experiences 

the bk8:nldmg are &e innovations of this t e ~ t h  century building project. 

During 937-88, aI-.Mansu~, the regent of the young caliph a%-Hisham II, had the 

mosque sigpi5cmtiy erJzged eastu~ard which disrupted the perfect axid a ~ i ~ e n ~  set 

forth from ;he originaH mosque (Fi,we 12). The errrl~gement was necessary as the 

pop~lation had iscreased due to an influx ofimrnigrmt Berber &ibes. To the west iay the 

Akcazas. bbochng expansion. while to the east there were houses that could be 

demolished to make mom for the expaklsion." A:-Mmsw now added eight more aisles, 

making a grand total 19 aisles to date. Since the courtyard had to be likewise enlarge6, 



this =emt that seven more entrances were added to the portico of the fonndatiosnal 

znosqcze. This new construction maintaiaed tke 7mifonsty set forth by p~evious projects, 

but it did cot add m y  nemr decorative featwe or imovatio~ $ i s r e  i i). The parpose 

seemed to enlarge in order to acco~modate the population, as flis new addition allowed 

for 30,000 worshippers, though, it was e~daged at a time when the caliphate's power was 

in decline. 

Over the geHiod of two hundred years, the &eat Mosque of Cordoba eamed its 

title as the geatest mosqiae in the West. The constant addition md expm-sion of walls 

c o ~ u m s  provide clear markers for the kind of transfornations itwent thxou&. W i l e  

deeply rooted in the style md sense of puqose of the original mosque of Kbc! ~ - R & ~ a n  

1, it evolved into a mosque that reflected the political histow of Cordoba but also the 

arckrec~~ra1 and artistic strides made in the span of time since its foundation. Farther 

interventions in the space perpetuated the subtraction and subsequent addition so familiar 

to the history of this building. 

Conquest of1 146 

m- 

I 9ere is littie written about the Chlstian conquest of Cordoba in 2 46 by Alfonso 

VII. The shes$? one y e a  occupation does not seem FO have left a lasting idherace on later 

militay campaigns or on the veconquista of 1236. Hf, my case. political rule in Cordoba 

in the eieventh and 8welfil1 centa~es was murky, at best. The second Umayyad caliphate 

had dissolved smaller city st2ltes. or t ~ i j o s ,  were soon to take hold of al-hdairrs. 

Changes or physical damages ~ a d e  to the Great g$$osque of Cordoba during the 

1030s and 1040s have not been documented; making it decidedly difficult to understand 

mder wha; conditions se~bseqtlent mlers received fie mosque. However, t$a, q-e was 



damage done to the building during d"i firsd.fituza sr civil war ending in 1030. After that 

date, there is !Ittie documented about the stale of the building during JaE-lwaid. As'badid. 

9 * 
and ATmora'c7id contra:."' In thc 1 126s md 2 '6 30s. foreign mlas  trying to esti3lish their 

?owex k Cordoba 08eE faund themselves midst rebekiions by the Bocafs. as they seemed 

"t prefer the authofity caf local, religjwds elites. 

3uring the reign a f  the Almoravids in Cordoba. there axe zot m y  inciications that 

the Great Mosque was l.ampered with. tbouglb skilled craftsmen ic the city were willing to 

work for them. Tneir cowmissions for mirfb~rs for rnosqaes ic Mmakech md Fez, as 

well as their reuse of m d l e  colums md capitals fwand in Cordoba for the rebuilding of 

their mosque at Grmada (1 1 16-1 7 )  and the Qaxawiyyiki mosque $1 134-44), did point to 

t!!e keen necessity to show that they exerted conztrol i~ the city. Not xoo long after their 

bnilding projects. their power was severely theatened by the Cordoba qadi KDU Ja'fa b. 

Hamdin. He led a rebeliion in 4.145, expelled the remaking representaiives ofthe 

Aimoravid dynasty, who managed to regain the city once again h the same year- only to 

have it seized by Alfonso '~'11.~" 

The earliest S L Y I V ~ ~ ~ ~  source for this event was written by M u h m a d  b. Ayyub 

b. GhaEib z Grenadine geographical Gs-toPna~ &om the mel& century. 

The Chestlam entered this vaerated rnosqzae when they 
conquered Cordoba m the year 530 [114546], at the tihe of the 
secondjitna. Then God pemtted the= departwe approximately nine 
days later And they earned off the golden and silver apples &at were 
ox tbe mrrret. and about half or" the mminbar. leaving the rest The 
fitzags and s~lver chandelrers were p1mdered at the tune of &ex 
m.iraslon. On the other band, tbe golden door fkom the maqsura was 
p~lfered along with the treasury of the ntoscpe d~r i ag  the %st fitiitna 

-, 
" Head~er L. Ecker (2003 j. "The Great Mosque of Cordoba m the Twelfth md  Tbeentl., Ce i -~es . ' "  
Muaamas 20. Ecker focuses on t ~ e  -4lmoravid &qd Ahohad possble interventions in the Great Mosque of 
Cordoba, as the Almoravids created artwok out of Cordoba drPa'~g their tuxultttous regn a d  h e  
Ahohads took IT upon themselves to aQrternpt to restore the city of Cordoba starring m 2 144. 
35 %id. 115-116. 



[1009-50j A msmorthy person &ox Cordobz told me, '7 entered 
u~tk a g r o ~ p  of people mto the z~osque the second day &er the 
depame of ~ l e  CLnstaans from CordoSa We gathered around uha: 
remimed of the ~zmbur m order to lesver nt &ox ;ha?; place i$?iien we 
moved rt. fourad mdernea:h a quanwy of ~ k ~ t e  sanci m the 
aznou41: th m o  beasts of burden could transport The smd looked 
B&e sliver Gin~gs We wanted to remove it m order to ciem &e place, 
but a howjedgeab're shaykb told us that i"ke smd was %om Galicra- 
may God amdzdzte it-a16 that %n ;lSi ' A m r  had &a,wported it So 
we lee ~t be j6 

The account makes mention of the Great Mosque having been p!mdered twice-- 

once by Muslims and the second by C h s t i a ~ ~ s .  ?%IS is the exten; of the Snfomatio2 of 

physical state of the building in the twelfth centawy. Other Chstian sources, Rodl-igo 

Jkenez de Rada, achbishog of Toledo, as wel'l as Lucas, bishop of Tuy, wrote about the 

siege of t l~e  city. &ou@ omitted anIb1 details about possi"b1e p i~nder i~g .  They did. 

however, write &out lbn G"ianiya's si.pirreader of the city of CorGoba. Jimenez de Rada 

wrote that Ton GhagaByd offered the keys to the city. sweanhg to kGs loyalty on the "1ibro 

de Mallomat, a cpe dizen ell _Ncoran." Lucas detailed the surrender pact in which 

Alfoesso VII codd have the city with the condition that "the Muslims would live in it 

!Cordoba], m d  the @I-,.istims wou!d be in the tower of &at 

Accomts state that the Chst la  anny o d y  had access to the medina, one of m o  

foeified zones in the city. The other zone, la ajeuquia, the uPbm dwellings, was off- 

limits. Ton Ganiya had essentially ceded the cisy md the e o s p e  for the right of Mrpslims 

to stay in tbe3- city.3%~uslim population then stayed in the ajerquin, xvhie the Chnstia~ 

popukitlon stayed in tbe r n e d i ~ ~ a . ~ ~  

36 Rxd, f 16. Ecker's source rs Hbn Ghalib's Fauizut al-anfi'is, p. 299. 
3- Rid, 116. From Lucas de Tuy, Cronzca de Espanapor Lucas, Ohzspo dc Tq, ed. 9dro hyol. (Mabwd 
Revasza de ArcEvos. B~bliotecas y Museos. 1926), cap. 79, pp. 393-97. 
3%cker, 1 10. 



By Acgast of 1 134, Alfonso retm,veG to Toledo, zfter Ybn Gmigia promised hi= to 

keep the c'aty of Cordoba an the condition that be would return Et once he returned to 

city." As far as i r  is docameated. Ton Ganiya respected the authority ofA!fonso VII and 

ruled the city under the monarch well into 4 138. Once he became unhappy ~vith the 

annual sum of money he was paid, however, he betrayed -4lfonso. He plotted with ASu 

%shag, m Almohad, gave him the city, and. fled to Ssmadz till 36s death." Aifo~so VII 

hitlessly tried to take Cordoba once again in 1 150 bur accepted his defeat Within thee 

mowt~s.~" 

Consequences of d 246 Conquest 

After Iiia Gmiya the Christian IPBrces had left Cordoba: the -$hiohads kook i'E 

upon thmse6ves to establish their seat of power in the grand md m jhjcal city. hip mtii 

the Chistian c o ~ ~ q ~ e s t  m d  then the Almohad caliphate, the thee major religions. 

Judaism, Chkstimity, m d  Isla~m, co-existed in h-dalucia. However, the Ahohads had a 

different kind of reign is mind. After the caliph Abd al-Mumin conquered Mamkech in 

Morocco he maomced that he ~vould no Ionper $low Muslim states to house synagogues 

nor churches. At1 of them had to be demolished. Afier his victory in Alagccos Elm 1195, his 

successor, Ya'qrab al-Mansur foFollowed the same procedure and took pride Hn leaving no 

synagogue or church 

In the year 'i 162, the ,PnBmaohads moved to Cordoba. Abd al-Mumin believed that 

Cordoba should be his se2.t of power, as it is strategically skated closer to the center of 

the country md above all. because it had been the great capital offbe Umayyads. Traces 



of their city still remainetl. RemarkabIy. ai-Mermin bro'ight in archtects a d  aasons. 

including i$l"Eaad b. Baso, k k r e  architect of the congegational mosque in SevilZe. The 

c'rxonicle~ Sahib ai.-Salah att&utes the single-handed restoration of Cordoba to Baso. 

According to &im, Baso repaired and restored palaces, houses. in adslition to building new 

" A  

palaces.'" KO one is sure of exactly what was restored by Baso. though- it is likely that he 

took part in restoring tile damaged mlrzbnr. as An?brosio de Morales descfibed it ir, great 

detail -when he saw it in the sixteenth cenreLy. There are also a few clues in a n  G~naiib's 

chronicles that aote the Aimohad's intervention witb the ~aha;.~' Not long after the 

AHmohads had attempted to revive Cordoba to its original splendor they decided to move 

to Sevilla in i 163. Al-Mu.mins son, Yusuf, had govaned Seville since 1155 and preferre6 

to remiin in :be ci",. 



Chapter Three: The Reconquisia and :he Cathedral of Cordoba 

Reconquista of1236 

The road to winning Cordoba was long uld arduous. Fernando 111, h n g  of Castile 

&om 12 17 to 1252 mild Leon from 1230 to 1252, and his friend Muhannad ai-Bayyasi 

gentleman of Baeza, z convert from islam, formed a strategic pim to seize Cordoba. 

While their plans did not ininclude the take over offhe city unii! 1225. they s'a-rounded the 

outskirts and devzstated the vineyards m d  agicdtw-211, land on several 

Fernando lil's military cmpaign inciuded destabiiizing the reign of the Aimohad 

kingdom by first seizing cities such as 3ae~. AR&~kjar, anci Mates, all of which 

sm-mnded Cordoba. By 227,  Ahohad 3ower had been greatly reduced to the cities due 

to Femvldo 111's strategy in the outlying provinces. ??le palpable instability of the region 

poured into Cordoba. Eky 1229 the citizens of Cordoba had ousted the i a t  Almohad 

governor, killed him, a~d proclaimed Xhn Hud, a figure deeply involved ir, the 

govenance of the city. as the new ruler. 

fir, Mnd was no: wccessful &I appeasing the peopie of Cordoba, &us wher; 

Fernando I11 decided seize the city. his task was greatly simplified by the unhappiness of 

the po'p'~1ation. There are severzl accounrs of me fa21 of Cordoba and in particular th.ey 

emphasize the ixvoivement Muslim. dissezt ir. the capture oftheir city 226 of their 

mosque. One accomt noted that certain Cordobm citizens, discsmented with the rnatker 

i? which the city was mied hired aimogbvares, merce~aries who sacked hfoor;sh lands, 



~romised them the Ajerquia shnaid they sti-rike q o n  the city. _ b o t h e ~  account 

attdmted the cappiire of the city to the confession of Mus1im citizens of the insuflicient 

defenses oEGie city. The p~soners were also said to offer them the Ajerpir: should the 

Ckistians oust those xiho were k power. a-Hi~nyari, a Maslim geographer, '~%~oCke much 

later: 

Las beilezas de esta ciadad y su ~ p k ~ d o r  e r a  demasiado 
gmdes para atreverne a su narpaci6n. Pero ssu fomaa decay6, st 
eskella cornems a palidecer, la sibaci6n del Islam se hizo mhs y 
m& dkbi? en ia Peninsula donde la discordia se ir,fiEt~-6 en la vida 
de ~ O S  mus~lmmes: h e  entonces cuando Hos a-istimns se 
aduefiaroar de C6rdoba y esta3lecieron aIli su  ato or id ad.^^ 

At the begLm&~g of Jmuary, 1236, almogkvares had been able to take a hold of 

the Ajerquia and it was not long before Fernando III militarized the area with forces from 

Castile and Leon. H"on EIud had not been in the city whle these events were taking place, 

bh16k he r e ~ ~ n e d  u~it5 m;litary back-up, =my of whom were Christians indebted to him. 

As the battle progressed, it became increasirlgly appaent &at Ibn Hud was incapable of 

saving the city of Cordoba, regadless of accounts that h s  men far outmmbered 

Fernando 111's men. Fernando HI1 had also strategically closed off the b d g e  crossing the 

Guadalquivir in order to prevent anything or anyone to leave or enter: hence, the 

population of Cordoba became famished. 

lastead of ~ & n g  the city by force and risk losing the riches of the mosque an6 

infifrasb~clx~e, Fernando IHI made m agreement with the Icing of Jaen, enemy of f in  Mud, 

to t&e the city of Cordoba under ccertai~~ stipulations, particularly royalties given to the 

4' hbrd, 53 C~ted fro21 a!-HmlJahi's Kztab al-Ravd a/--Mztar, p 3 19 
"The beauty m d  splendor of tks  c ~ r y  were too great to attempt to narrate them But 11s fortune decayed. 

~ t s  star began to pale, Islam's situataon became weaker and weaker m the Pemsula where dlscord 
mfiltrated the lwes of Muslims: st was &en when the CPnsliim took o m e ~ s h p  of Cordoba =d esBbhshed 
&ex auihonty " 



k r g  of ken. O~lce the agreexent had been reached: Mus5i;lls began fleeing the cit-j-. 

48 rn the keys to f ie  city were Sven "t Fenando 741. remando 111 was fully aware of the 

siggficznce of his v~ctory. Ee bad regained the city that had bee2 he1d captive since rhe 

Hast VisigotE, king. In order to ~ i k " k  the momentous occasion, he decided to ma& across 

the ci:) gates with a cross in front ofthe procession, rather than his royal crest. The 

symbolic aove  set the tone for the reconquisfa as far more than a fight for Imd or riches. 

but rather a fight to xi&t-h12y retun Cordoba to Chistian dominion. 

Don Lupe Fitero, h P ~ r e  5ishop of the cit!; had the honor to carry the cross into 

the city, across the corsn?yifrd ofthe &eat Mosque and up the mimred; built by Cordoba's 

first caliph Abd a i - R h a n  111.~~ According to Chnstian accounts, once Muslims realized 

the sFift ir_ power religion. tears fell 603 their eyes, while Christians rejoiced. 50 

Consecmtiors ofthe G~ea t  Mosque qf Cordoba 

saxe day the cross was canied to the top of the minaret, Lupe Fitero entered 

the mosqEe of Cordoba with the intention of preparing it for consecration. The occasion 

was also special, as the day of the saints Pedro and Pablo happened to fall at the same 

time festivities were planned. By the time the Great Mosque of Cordoba was 

consecrated, conquests ic other cities. such as Toledo, had &-eady seen &eir mosques 

converted into churches. process was familiar not ody  to the church but also to the 

mosque, since i?lrnost 2 century before it had dso been consecrated, though no 

recollection of that event seemed to survive in the recoilquistcl of 1734.~' 



The co~sec~ztion was described in detail in accounts of the ceremony. h ode for 

a building to be consecrated as a church, it required complete pm-iiication of the exterior, 

the consecration of the a!:a, md the celebration o f ~ a s s .  Several bishops arrived at 

Cordoba in order to take p& in the ceremony. The process began at the ,Psdertcz del 

perdon by mmixlng hoi y water with salt m d  singi~g SL? mtifon~;, or a traditional !itmgicai 

song. calling upon the help of ti?e Father, Be  Son, md the 3o!y Spirit. A R a  consecrating 

the space in and arocnd the sosque, they began the consecration process fo: the altar 

dedicated 80 the Virgin ?&3ry. mad finally concluded with mass. Fernando 41: was not 

presezt ~ 3 r o u $ - o u ~ y  part of the consecration, though he did attend mass the next daj7 

and witnessed  he blessing ofthe city of ~o rdoba . '~  s"e consecration into s cathedral was 

not fdly finished until Fme of 1239 when the first bishop of Cordoba, Lupe Hitero, was 

consecrzted into his seal at the Cathedral of CorGoba. 

After the consecration offhe mosque, the iaterior space was modified in order to 

p d o m  the hnctions of the church. Primarily? the aisles that opened onto the courtyard 

were shut so as to ?revent desacrilization of the church space. Five portals remained 

open: the ones at either end of the mosque. aisle eimem (nave Santa Maria dei Pila-) 

and two (nave de! Sagario), the aacient axial nave leading to the mihrcb.'%ext. 

chapels along east and west aisles were built, as well as on the north south walls. 

Chapds along 6le west, so'dth, md eastside were built 6 ~ ~ r n  the thirteenth to fifieentb 

centuries. F'ekrthemore, altars \were advmtageously placed along &e divisional pillars of 

.4bd ar-R&m-a~ Il's expamion md also along f ie  dividing pillas between the a!- 

Mmsm-'s expansions a d  tbe ones that preceded his. 



Afier the reconquis!n mtil the cor.stxc:iox of 2 neu cathedral. whn is c;irrent!y 

the chapel of Om Lady of Viilaviciosa was the main !iti?rgical space (Figwe 13). %s 

wzs where the ceremony for the dedication of the cathedral to the Virgir. M a y  and first 

Ilaass were conducted. As far as can be dedcced, rhe site was chosen because if was under 

a skylight in al-H&m 11's Light was necessary iil order to conduct mass 

and it gave preeminence to that precise location, as opposed to the darker aisles ofthe 

mosque. Because of s u ~ h  a rapid turnover from mosque to cathedral, the choice of 

location was mostly pra,ma~c. By the end of Qe thirteenth cenpsfy, decoration for the 

altar had begrn to be pia~med, starting from the presbytery (FiaWe 14). h between the 

icterlacing aches on the east, fiescoes were paiated, which only a fraction of orme of the2 

survives today, the hce of Jesus ~ b ~ s t . ' ~  

The new cathedral, in order to face east, went against the processional Wow from 

north to so'~gt11 of the mosque. and instead had ro crezte its own processional direction Sy 

embedding ~eseff within &fie arch structure. The chorus was t,kee bays wide. with the 

processional flow to the altar created by two rows of arches in the middle, and the seats 

for the bishop's couiicii at the outer bays. Aisle nineteen, the closest to the west wail a d  

thus nmower thm the ones in the middle, was the ordy aisle from which processions 

could enre? the space. Two small gates &so opened onto aisle eighteen. 

Before the major shfr fio-om the chapel of Viiiaviciosa to a gander, much brighter. 

cati~edsal space in 1489, major changes were made by the bishop R. Rmirez of Arellano 

to the chapel in order to better e c c o ~ ~ o d a t e  the needs of ihe church. These changes 

included clearing the arches md columns in me middle of the designated IiP~rgical space, 

'' kid, 450. 
*' Bid, 450. 



. * .  
demohsnirg inte:lacing arches on the east side =d ~epiacing them with ostentatious 

gotl-ic arches, a rose window ar the feet ofthe cha~ei; summded by four widows. 

By I496 the project had been redized. While tile events leading to the constmctioc of the 

new cathedral point towards a genera! disapproval ofthe project. R. Ramirez's project 

foreshadowed the major chmges to happen only twenty five years after their completion. 

K%at was so caefdly planned before, in terms the catKed9aI's function withi2 the aisles 

of the mosque, was no longer relevant. With the removal of the coPms; the pre-existing 

archirec@ural plar no longer could dictate how the space had to be maneuvered. The space 

allotted since the tbheenth century ceased to be stitable for rhe bishops in the fifteenth 

and sixteenth cenmry leading to actual destruction of the mosque's interior space. which 

had not beer, done interlticmaIly before. 

A il2w C h f l i e d ~ ~ l :  1.521-1607 

As soon; as the news thax the bishop A1;"onso MmGque (151 6-1 523) and his 

pii~roi-eyor Pedro Ponce de Leon proposed building a new cathedral in the h e m  of the 

mosque reached the council of Cordoba in 1521. they quickly reacted against Cneir 

actions." Thek main arguments against the building project were of course the ioyalty 

they and the 5azens oithe city felt towards the building. The city's history was 

embedded in every stone and back of the building. But dso a major armwent was the 

fact that many noblemen's chapels and burial sites would be disrupted in the relocation 

process. Skce they were conglomerated around the chapel of Villavviciosa, the new 

construction would undoubtedly undernine the location of their chapels and tombs, 

usurping the level of importance garnered by the proximity to the litrsggicd space. 

56 kid, 506-07. 



Howeve;, :he council ody  made that zgpment t~ hose directly affected, i.e. thc nobility. 

inciuding the king, and kept it from the general 9opdace. 

rC" i he ~ ~ j s r  prstagorAsrs spearhea6.Q the project, hfmxiqiie and Ponce de Leon, 

were to some extent familiar wit11 the constmctiolz of cathakai spaces, either tPr;~or?& 

their travels or experiencing transfornations first hand. Alfonso Mm+qne had naveled 

er:ensiveiy thou&out Europe md  seemed to have in mind what a true catsedral space 

must resemble. iikewse, Ponce de Leon lived througln tie final stages of the 

transformation of the Al:nohad mosque in Sevillz. of which .ii*aaIiy nothing of h e  

mosque was preserved. 

In the siismer of the year 1521, Ponce de Leon made rn appearance at the chapel 

of San Clenente, where the Cztholic councii was conducting a meeticg. He deiivered the 

message &om the bishop expressing his wish for a new cafhed~al that was notiin t i e  

comer of the building. therefore taking a secondary role, but rather a conunmding space 

5 7 En the middle of the mosque. After a year since the request, the Catholic co2mcil was 

szili not szre about the pmject. Howe~~er, in 1523 there is a dacwerit &owing the use of 

?he old city hospikd as a shelter for those men working or8 the cathedral. It does not 

specify wher.e these woken  case from or why fiey needed sbeiter. Perhaps Gie 

~~orkforce needed to be so large that the crafismen from Cordoba were not enou& or 

pefhaps others were wilhng to work for Less. L-, the s m e  year. building material was 

beginning to be gathered. Pr, true Cnrdobm fashion, the q u 2 q  &am whck 5,000 asMars 

were recovered was t ie  irld ediphal palace Madinat a4-Zabxa that: was by then in 

Despite the advances being xade by the bishop k s  purveyor, in April of 

1523. the cwmci4 s f  Cordoba issued a proclamation keatening to ~~nishbby death those 

57 E d ,  503. 
53 Bid, 504. Masomy was also taken 5on1 tbe site in order to build the monastery of Sm LneropJ,%o. 



craftsmen Im olved with the erection of the new cathedral in the mosque. I', states, "la 

obra que se desfase es de caiidnd qtre no se podria bolver ~ f a z e r  en la b~ondad e 

,;.j5 T& pei~fecion questa.fecha. I ,_ey drafted act sent "i King Cxlos 4. which stated the 

grievances ofthe nobility, as \veT1 as citing a previous instance when there were ;,mposed 

changes for the cathedral. but Queen Isabel the Catholic intenened.6%ey also reiterated 

the factthat their building was unique Em the world and i~~~por t rn t  for the dty of Cordoba. 

i"nlfonso Maxique took only a few- days to retaliate by excom'rlnicating the 

entire counci: of Cordoba theatenkg cathers who stood in the way of his building 

project. Unfortunately, Mazqrae did follou- through his tFx-eats. w;%j;le the council of 

Cordobz did not act on its Cleat. h June 1523 thee more worlmen were hired by the 

architect H m m  R;ziz I and were housed the old city bospbta!. From then on, 

demolishing the proceeded at a steady pace, from April to August. In Septaber,  

the conflict seemed to have subsided, perhaps a consequence from Calos I's 

inteirv'entican. He must not have been displeased with the project since before the building 

began ~n September, he appointed Alfonso M e q u e  to the archdiocese in Sevikie. Juan 

Alvaez of Toledo sceceeded hi=. 

The new bishop was no stranger to overseeing building projects. His last post 

included the constmcrion of a church in the Sm Estebm chanb7ent of ~ a l ' 8 ~ a s ~ c a . ~ '  The 

most pressing clsajleage for 'i%-ee bishops overseeing the 'bidding of the cathedral was 

59 h c l .  506. "The work of 21 xwb~ch ss being defaced as of qua?:ty that w-euId cot be able ti? be emulated ia 
such peace md perfection uqtk *i;hich I: 1s now." 
60 %id. 535. Eiero Cermphdo makes aenhoo of t5e Bhct &at @o records of Isabel's intervent~on exls: m a h  
records of the cathedsa!. 
61 b d .  507. Nleto C . ~ q l l d o  cements on h s  personal researchto the c h m h  of the convent md fmds 
s~mlIan~ies bettveer, the Boor plan of the church and the cathedral. 



seec~rizg fimding SOEC~S. Much of the fimding c a m  603 indulgences, some as close as 

Toledo md ohers as far as Rome. 62 

The Cathed~-ak qf Cordoba 

Heman Ruiz I and his descendeIBds were t5e architects ir?, chx-ge of building a 

cathedral ;he Sishop fe1"evorthy of having. Buildkg took ?lace over the spar of eighty- 

thee years, 303 1523 t b ~ o u ~  1686. -4lfonso hlarhque o3ly oversaw the deaolishing sf 

the interior space. Juw ASvarez de Toledo erected the chzpel of San Benabe and had 

begun building the sacristy of the major dtar, Sy then dnnostsu~~~siamg the height of the 

roof of the mosque. By the year I537 decoration began to emerge in the co~~smction, 

such as the reiief on the east aisles by the d;ar de~icting the Passion Reswection of 

Chrst. Also, Sy this point it becaqe apparent that ir_ order to keep buiking upwads, 

several bdttresses had to be built. Thus far, the pillars &om the enlargements of Abd a- 

Rah~nan Ii and al-Hakm 11, only 13.7 mexers tall. had been sufecient to retain stmchraf 

stability. 

Irnfo,mation about fhe progress of the building project becomes scarce after the 

year Z 541, -when LeopoHdo of Auseffia became bishop, m d  Lhe building process sped up 

si+gGficmt,ly. During this time, Hemm Ruiz 11, son of Henan Rs4z I, concentrated on 

building the transept and the major chapsel. ?When the height surpassed 27 meters between 

1564 and 1568, Hen% Ruiz EI buiit 8 flying buttresses, and 9 aches dong the southern 

northem end with colums that had been removed from the Zosque. Plaster 

decoration or, the wails and ceilings were executed in 1602, which were a s ig .  &at the 

building was nearly completed. The project finally was completed m 1607 lmder the care 

of Bishop Ochoz. 

'' h d .  508-509. 



One of :he motiveting factors %r :he building of both cathedrals was t3e issue of 

* .  light coming into 'he b j ~ i i d i r ~ . ~ ~  Tr,e ne~gi~r and the xvizdows completely bnghtmed <he 

cathedral space in direct coat~ast with Gle rest of :he building which basks Is dahess 

(Fipre  16). Akchi:ectmaily. the new cathedm1 was not embedded into the space, but 

rather it replaced 5ve bays ia a total of ten aisles, wi'rhoukonating the n ~ n b e r  of 

changes which had to be made suxomdillg the cathedra1 in order tip make itssr;rzlcrwaIiy 

somd. 

Most of the disruption was caused to ,Abd u - R h a n  11's enlargement a d  the 

first four western aisles of Al-hfansw's erdaxgement. The cathedral faces east, or rather 

the c1osesr it c a ~ .  as &e mosque faces southeast. The m-ain a im  was b&t in al--Maslsw's 

addition. the transept cuts across the castem edge s f  ,4bd a r - R d r ~ , q ~  11's adZitio9, and 

the chor"i;s anii t~ascoro overtake airnosfile enekety of addition. Additionally, the north 

md south aisles Banking the chams, act as lesser aisles usehXk'csr processions which 

enter at eiCher side of Gie transept. They were also modified to have gothic and baroque 

rib-vaulting, a featme shking to beboid next to an aisle of the former mosque (Figwe 

15). 

Racasdo Ve"iq-~ez Bosco was by far the most important restorer md architect to 

work on rlre Cathedral of Corboba. He focused on those parts of the zonument that had 

either completely disappeared and he had enoug"L howledge to meate once again or 

those which were severely deteriorated. It was extremely important to 61&~ to have 

enough howledge to 6a1i-y tb101~& With hls projects. His research for the projects 

included reading acwmtr of people linked to the Cafhedral in the past, whether 



crafismen or c1e;gy~en. 9 e  was $adher &formed by hzs ~cheological findings during his 

One of the most Significant restorations he endea~ored evas the demolishi~g of tibe 

eighteenth-cenmry vaulting sf  fbe axial nave leading towards a!-W&km X's miMb.  He 

repiaced ti~em with wooden ceilings elaborately cawed and paicted that were probabl~, 

not too dissimilar to the original roof (Figure 17). Xext, he kmed his attention toward the 

f8oors. There 31:: decided to use white mxble, which was definitely not histol-;caliy 

3 A % '  accuate. as  he Goor of the or'rginal mosque was &&* bl~t  ic this itlsta~ce he i e ~  n:s 

imagination win md decided thzt white ~ ~ a l b l e  brought certain dignity md gmdeu: to 

the building. To this day, the floor has beec ieveled. but slabs of marble st-i!! cover the 

Eoor of aL~ost  the entirety oftbe fomer mosque. 

His next m e ,  projects were also incredibly important to fie overali aspect of the 

cathedral. In 1912 he begm the restoration of the mikrab and Villaviciosa chapel. Tie 

first restoration of the mihrab was attempted in 18 15 by the pontiiicate Pedro de Trevilla 

xnder the direction ofthe Italian architea DUroni. Veiazquez BOSCO said of b;l.se 

restoration: 

Baa coiocar 10s altaes y retablos, y su sujecion a ha pared. 
desmyero~ en gm pate  Hos mosaicos de vidrio, que regdados por 
el mperador de Bizacio decorabm y decora~ aun la fachada y la 
boveda central del vestihdo del millab, destruyendo en esta toda la p 
arte baja de las doveEas del arco entrada del mihab y g=ra% pxte de ia 
omaaentacion que lo reeuadr&a, obra que gde restaurada a 
principios de'l sbglo XLX imitmdo con bastante acierto eh mosaico de 
vidrio con pintura y pequeEos pedazos de cristal ordinaio, aunque en 
10s rnotivos de ia decoration no acmara a h i t a r  OH ~ e p r ~ d u c ? ~ .  10s de 
la q o c a  del calif at^,'^ 

64 Gabriel R. Cabrero. (1985). "DiecisCas proyectos de Ricardo Velkzquez Bosco. La Mezquita-Ca~edrai de 
C6rdoba." Arquitecbu~a(25ij): 47-56. 
55 Bid, 53. '2n order to place pak~tings to h e  wall, they destroyed k", great pa? the glass mosaics &that were a 
gift Eom emperor of Byzantium and still decorate the waB m d  the central ceiling of the mihi-ah. In m- 
they destroyed ?he lower voussoirs of the arch of €he rnihrab m d  mtch of the decoration wEJch stmounded 



ran n ne vogssoks restored i;a-, the nineteenth cen'sxy were wellexecuted. though 

VeHzquez Sosco attr23uted ~beir lack of i;istoecaj aacmecy to unavailable xcheoiogica'i 

evidence ia? Gle ~Aneteentb-century. He s e ~ t  two CozdoSm aafiLsmeki to iem- the axt of 

mosaics ic \'mice where it was stiii being practBce6. Additionally, he often took the 

initiative to educate craftsneat with teci-Lli.;pes l o ~ g  forgotten, but essential to restor~tion 

w o f ~  of this caliber. He hoped '.o achieve the P ; ~ S P S ~  accmacy in his restoration. 

Velmquez Bosco did not shy away from expressing his exrreae distaste for "re 

ozn-ent cathedra!. Perhaps tbat is why he took it upon himself to restore Gie section of the 

6 
lamer cathedral: or ti12 chapel ofVi!laviciosa. Along with the h e s t  craftsmen md 

artists, he restored 6Ie eastern wail of the altar which consisted of interlacing lobed 

arches. He cited the fact %at this cathedral had demolished such few aisles, as if to 

suggest that it avoided being a~ intmsive neighbor next to the system of arcades of the 

mosque. 

Along with the excavations of Felix Hemmdez, Velazquez Bosco contributed to 

the twentieth-cenbaq- Efe of the Great Moscpe of Cordoba. Felix Hernandez's 

excavations uncovered dletails, such as acmrate measTaments, materials used, 

mheological mifacts. Velazquez Bosco preoccupied himself with reesbab8islGng the 

splendor of the mosque before the intrusion of CE5stian building on a massive scale. 

WXle it is no doubt th2t Cordobas had always Seen concerned with the well-being of 

their e:row~%g jewel, the twentief~ c e n b q  most acutely points to &e shift from 

a. work oiast that xas ahead? restored at the b e g m g  of the rarneteenzh c e n m  by accarzeely m ~ t a t ~ n g  
the glass inosalc vcth pana md small peces of ordmaq crystal, even Sthe intenmn was not to m a t e  or 
reproduce the decorat~on of the caliphate age." 



proclai~ing omxership lofthe space acbitec~~ratly to giving precedence to the %e visio.e 

a.13 of the original building. 



Chapter Four: The Hybfid Mosque/Cithedrai Space 

- &he 2osque's architectz~ra: history ~e-~-e!y lays the g.rou~dwork f o ~  ow 

understmdi,n,g of its rich Iife as 2 ,WasIiE and tben CEU+stim mo_ni"ii,mezt. Both efi~ities 

have been stakehlders h h e  attempts to hmess the dynastic and legitiraatifig gowe. of 

the rnosqne in order to draw OF- its spbo!.sm for their campaigns. Wnde architecturally 

the building seems in direct opposit~on-these is g a d  cathedral piercing the heart of the 

mosque. 2Ber a;!-the creases -Lr, 2s bis tokd existence surface the deeper we probe into 

its role ia, Corzoba. The echoes oEDmascas were still head il; the tenth centxy aad 

they were as relevmt as they eve1 were, u~Si8e the excellence of MooPnsh craftsmen was 

keenly sought even afier tiie reconqzgista. The outcoce of these eiements is a dynamic 

b~ilding which has flou~shed into a d6stinctHy complex md rich amonument 

Ckstim mle. 

f i t 7 0  Urzayyad ,Wosques 

A:-.&~dalus never erased its corrnzectio~l wlth tbe Urnwad caliphate and the 

comections between Damascus and Cordob~ only kept becoming relevant as the 

cdiphate in Cordoba was consoladated in the tenth ces?nmy. Parallels were constmt~y 

drawn between their begir~lmgs as a chwch, a c h i t e ~ ~ a 1  style, and decorative program. 

Abd ar-Rakman 1 was familiar wit?= the Dmmcene caliphate's mosque. After their power 

had been usurped by the i4b'~aslds md he had risen to power i~ ai-hdalus, it was 



inemtable that he mimicked or attempted to recreate some of &e gezt Uaayyad 

achievements. 

m 
I he stories of botk mosques' begimings as C3ks:ia chcrches closely paraljeied 

each other. Both were understood to have beow in a shared space. Muslims and 

Christians worshipping in proximity to each other. In D ~ ~ E s c ' s ~ s ,  the remenos sewed zs 

the sehgious site for pagans, Christians, m d  Muslims before aj-Welid pmchased the 

church in order to build a @and mosque. h the sane fasl~ion, Abd a r - R h m  I 

a7proached the kabized Christians ofthe city and parchased the rest of St. Vitacent 

church, its sorrtbern end akeady in use as a mosque. at a hefty prJkce. Both stoiies 

renderline that they were peacehi trans.,sac:ian~.~%~rrdual~~, ir, both bases; Muslim 

worshippers had far exceeded h e  capacity of "ie o&$nal buildings &ey shzed and hed 

faced the decision of buiihng a gmder  ~worshp space. In fact, both takeovers isclude a 

pact wi-icb d:llsws Chs%;stims to rebdild the ciaurches that had been pillaged by Mxsli-s 

as mother form of com~msation for the appropTiato of their building into Muslim 

hands. In Damascus, CE~rHstiasrs were compensated for the church of St. John by :he 

return of churches con5.scated d ~ ~ g  the M ~ s l t n ~  conquest of the city. Cks t ims  were 

reported to have built at least one church in a site given as co~pensatiotl. 67 Cordoba 

somces Hikeu-ise reported that -4bd a - W h m  I was successfui in pcrchasingthe c i ~ ~ c h  

of St. Vhcent by "eel cul~zplimiento delpctcko por el cuaE habz'a~ capitulado, y 

66 Flood, 1-2. Flood does not c~scmf-rd the possibd~ty of the space ti!kex by force. E? Cordoba, howex er, 
accounts do not menQ0i-E the tdmg of St V~re~ent by fo~ce. 
'- Ib1d. 1 Cited &on?, Siiuvaire, Hem. "Descnpbon de Damas.'' JozmaE Aszarique, mas-avril d: gum 1896, 
pp 185-285,358359 



pemitt'e~sdoles )a reed$cacion de aquelias dgl'esihzs de Ins ajirems de Cordoba que Ies 

habihzn sido demolidas eiz en el tiertzpo LlJC !a C G ~ ~ Z C ~ S ~ Q . ' ' ~ ~  

The alignmen; of both of&e storaes elevated the Ekeat Mosqce of Cordoba 

Abd a r - R d l ~ ~ m  i as upholders of Isli?i~, In the %'trim Pe~ksu'ia, fhe pile had been taken 

from the Tdisigoth kings and it was only nztax22 fiat religion followed, particularly in the 

;fsm of a large urban mosque on a religiousiy charged site. IE fact, d-Wa'Eid is said to 

have addressed the city of Damascus by citing fhe several elements \57hjch gavf: 

Damascenes their superiority. the last being the mosque endow& by hi= to the city.69 

Clearly. the simiiajlties of the inception of both sites pmmmce the importance of the 

mosque to the city's popralatioc, but pri,mzrily to the prowess of the mler who was able to 

not ody  to supercede the Cbkstias building. but build an ec?irely new 's.;ldlding particulz 

to the needs of the city. 

hc%tecluH.a1ly, while not identical, they share the sane vocabdary and scheme 

of rmsed c o i ~ m s  and aches md the wide-cei-~trai nave leading to the qibka. -Most 

compel!ing, however. are the parailels between their B4zmtine inBuenc& decorative 

schemes. Wnen the mosque of Dmascus was being built, e d y  I s lm bad not yet 

established a visual cuitvxe. T h y  found themselves in the position of a~propriating from 

other somes, one of wb~ch was Byzmtium. For instmce, the peal motif fomd 

fbou&out the mosaic decorating the Great Mosque of Damascus was part of the 

iconography of the heavenly city md is closely associztted with the iconography of 

Heavenly Jemsdem in moszics found in Rome md Ravema. 70 

Nlete Cumphdo (1998). 68. N~eto Cumpi140 cltes both Ibn Ida11 and 21-Maqqm. Tbcc accomts coz~tam 
the same details "the fillfnlhelat of the pact premously agreed upon md ailou~ng the reedification of those 
churches m the outsEce16,s of Cordoba urhch had been demokshed in the tnme ofthe Mnsllna coxquest " 
6"~ood, 1 
'' % ~ d ,  25-28. 



-The Byzwnti~ze Connection 

Ealy ac:,-ewmes of the trmsactions between a!-%Valid md the Byzantine ezpzor  

make mention of a gift consisting of one hmdred Bousmd xithqals of goid, forty mule 

loads of mosaics. and a thoosmd laborers." A late: account in the twe!nh. century cited 

a1-Walid as stating: "Send me two hundred mmi workers, for 1 want to construct a 

mosque the like 3f which has never been built k my ot-rer capital md which will have no 

equal after me. If you do ?~ot do this, I will invade you with my armies md wiil destroy 

the churches within my ter&x-y, including the chxches of Jemsale~,  Edessa and all the 

71 

other rurni msnc~eats." "- Tgae Byzantine emperor assented. 

Although two centr~ries later. after the emir~te had bee3 trmsfomed into a 

~ou2te~--caliph2te, thex was again 2 P ~ r n  TO the Byzantine mier md artistic tradition to 

underline the claims of their mle. Al-H&mYs decorative scbennte in bis tenth century 

mosque enlargement followed the precederat set by ai-\Valid in Dmascus. though aB- 

Walid's decoration went on the outside m d  al-Hakm ordered the ffinest mosaics for his 

-.. 
mihrab. I' From the b e g i i n g  of his reign as caliph, he was zeajous about compieting a 

sand  berileling project for the mosque. In a public ceremony he m o m c e d  the 

endowment of a large portion of h s  pnrivate he irhefited &om tbe first caliph, Abcl 

ar-Ribm III, were to be cont;ributed to an extensive enlargement to the mosque.74 -41- 

Hakam. therefore. &med his enlargement though the ienses of a greater Umayyad 

history, not to mention archifechra% artistic language. The caliphate in al-hdaHass 

had only &en in existence about thirty yeas by then: r e p i f i g  &at caliphs continually 

-. 
Wid, 20. 

71 
-* 

Wid, ;? 1. mm: 1% ofkers are B yzantme workers 
" N&a K. K. Kioury. (1996). "The Memg of the Great Mosque of Cordoba in the Tenth CentiE?." 
M u s ~ ~ a s  13: 80-98. K h o w  goes an 113 depth analys~s of what h e  mosaic decorahn actc;aiiy means. Me 
comects the mosque with Medma and Daqascus, as well as interprets ~ \ e  inscnptlons through the frame of 
the esta"siishment of callphal legitimacy. 
'$ Bid. 



rectilled :heir heage  make it clear that since d-T\iaIid's great mosque. architectural 

standards; ~ c c h  less leadership standards, had deteriorated. 

Relics :sarzd 'Consecration ' 

Jn the tenth ce~1Va-y one of the most prized possessions of ;he Great Mosque of 

Cor6oba were the four leaves oS%Tth~n~ ' s  nzush.af stained f ioz his bloody murder in 

hfedina. Tneir appearance in the tenth century is extremely sip:ficm,"e, as it fidher 

esta5S-shes the sbong ties between the Umayyad ?asfin Sp;a md the Umajyad presen; 

in Cordoba. Utbmm was the ancestor of the Unayy;2d cian and it was in revenge for his 

murder that the UmayyacIs participated in the civii war they evenwailp WOE. Also 

significant are the cor~ections which are drawn Eeh-em the Cordoban site and the Satxle 

of SiEn between Ma'awiya and Ali, a civil war offmajor importance in u<lich 

Mu'awiya's troops demanded justice for Caliph Uthman's murder by Psising copies of 

the Qr;'raa on their spears; eventually, this resulted in the establishment of the Umayyad 

caliphate in 661. In Cordoba, at the time of Abd ar-rPaIiman I, seventy MusIims were 

martyred at the mosque's site before he took control of Cordoba. 

The circdation of these s to~es ,  or myths, &agng $he tenth century fttrttier proves 

the point that the main k te~es t  in al-Lmdalus was the establishment of the legitimacy of 

thek caliphate. They attempted to hmess  every single sbxed of legitimating power the 

Coydoban site had in its previous hstoq-. %%ether each story is hstorically accurate is of 

importance, of course, but also, it is important to note &at their sheer ckPcdation make63 

a definitive atmosphere of the desire of the &st caliphs of al-hdalus to establish aa 

equally Gch an6 meaninghl history timougb their mosque. h a sense, they w7ere also 

building a visual and cultahral history. 



The zeai with nkch  the Umayyads pursued their aims at times came sb:kingly 

close to the acts m d  ribais f i ~ i l i a  to Cbktiafis. Scbolws 5ave argued t11& the layout of 

the Cordobm =osque suggests the cievelopment of processional customs ha t  are 

otherwise  own it", I s lm md are like:y developed in imitation of Chistim practices. 

four leaves oEUf~~ian's  YYEUSIIC~J, for example. were carried om ofthe treasury of ;he 

mosque, wkch uamually had a Gouble qiblcl wall, in a candle lit ceremolual procession. ' 5  

Their parade though the most visually significant parts of the mosque, the whole 

mosque, not only al-Hakam's enlargement, points to an iabued 'bo7-iness' of Uhmm's 

Qmm. Such acts have k e n  read as 2 type of consecratkm of the rnos~pae.~~ The idea of 

consecrating a mosque is problematic in the sense that the m9sque is not holy aor cm it 

be made holy. Ir-, a mosque, there is rnot the C ~ u 5 s r i ~  doctk%e ofpurification or the sacred 

profme. T~eojleticd!~. a mosque can be m y  building, as exemplified by the use of 

churches as temporary mosques. SiEilarf.rIy, a mosque could potentially be converted to 

mother use. There is no iatrinsic sacrdity in the building, as there is in a chuch md altar 

once consecrated. The miiz~ab 8nd the qibk axe symi5olic and essential, bct they are not 

imbued with the hofiess of an aita. 

At a late1 date, the reii@ous!y reforming Almohads practiced a type of 

puriGcation in the mosques they acquired. They were purifyikg the space from 

contamination whch they viewed as imovations." Their judgment of the need of 

consecra~ion -mderlines foe impression that some activities in the mosques of Gleir 

predecessors in Spain were see3 as m-Islamic. As the Ck~st ims,  bley later e2gaged in a 

75 Bid, 85. 
'"id, -- 85. 
J 1 Ecker. k k 7. 



p?~rliic;i:ion of the site md building from those influences which did not fit 01 weTe i~ 

oppositioc to t;EEek beliefs. 

g;bnve~-sion oftdze Mosque to a Cotkzed~ai 

momentous victoq of Fernando I:I by capkriig the cky of Cordoba meant 

being in possession of the seat of the second Umayyad caliphate thaf %ad once mied ovez 

the entire peninsula. By the time he seized the city, only the historical memory of the 

tenth century cali~hate remained, but it was literally embodied i r  the Greet Mosque of 

Cc~doba, the geatestmosque the R7estem world had seen. Fernando 111's womes 

regasding the capture of Cordoba sipaied hjs desire to keep the city intact, or at least 

keep the Great Mosque intact, as it was a splendorous war bopby. The soy& council 

advised him to agree or, a peace treaty with the e n m y  of Cordoba's ruler, M u h m e d  

fin Nasr, so he could be assmed that the city would not be pillaged by the Codobms, 

particularly their gold buried and their mosque burnt. Muslims were able to leave the city 

once the peace treaty was signed and the keys ofthe city were given to Fernmdo 111.~' 

The immediate consecrarion of the space, md especld!y tkie symbolic placement 

ofthe cross at the top of Abd a-Rahman 111's ~ A n u e t  by L q e  Fitero, f is t  bishop of 

Cordoba, pointed to the tendency to use the building to peoclaim certdfSI the 

legitimacy of mle. Irorricdly, this was in part a claim of sqercession, but it necessitated 

the presence of that which was superceded, Muslim and Christian elements were thus 

always present for those harnessing the dpastic power of the mosque. Such a beautiful 

md lage  zchitec$n_B1aI space was sought after for sp-bolism, as if the residue of Abd ar- 

R&mm Ill's caliphate would nib off on those who -were in possessio~ of the mosque. It 



HS also nmportm-t he remember thzh the actmi conversion of the population was a slob 

process so thai MiisSia memory as well as M~sl im workmen played a contiming role in 

the conversion process. 

First, then. iz is ixqortant to deeply consider the historscal. and even mythicai. 

power which ensureci that the mosque was not demolished. The Umalyad caliphate spent 

a Ixge part of the tenth century establishnaeg their le@t*imacy, not only $EJW~E&Q tbe i~  

words, processions, and military victories, but also with their care and devotion to their 

mosque. W%en Cordoba was conquered it is certainly possible that the conquerors mi@% 

simply have destroyed the old mosque, as they- did in ofher cities like Sevilk. But they 

&d not. It seems it was a more pow&l gestxre to cosrsecrzte the mosque and with it 

embed a se-iles of altars. chapels, tombs, md a cafhedral, than to destroy sach a large and 

iconic bui3ding. Building a lage cathedral, withouh doubt, would have been 

for Cordoba at the time, brat it is also clear that the CL~stian c o m ~ t y  in Cordoba did 

not need a large space. Most ofthe population had been uprooted, the agnculeessal lmds 

must not have been in steila condition, as the reconquisfa tampered with agriculture in 

its attempts to cripple their enemies79. and there were many more cities and provinces to 

besiege before hise t:eas.xy could afford a large building project. It made practical sense 

to use the interior space, rather than begin metv on such a large site. But it certainly must 

also have been the iconic features of Cqe building the ease with whch the chapel of 

Villaviciosa was embedded into ai-H&am 11's enlargement that made it more ilitely that 

it would sun~ive. 

It is m t  the only e x ~ a p l e  of the reconquista consecrating a mosque into a 

Cbkstim space. In this pafiicular case, they advmtagecrusfy placed the.: initial ~athe&d 



altar wwhere most li&t penetrated into t3e building. Churches. mlike mosques; needed a 

vast morn: or" light in orda to conduct mass, processions: and ethe: Ii$eiTgicai 

obligations. Though the altar had to face east, essentially going against the gain of :he 

existing aisles, the bays between the aisles were wide enougll that eac5 potentidly 

fomed a nave. Z l e  directionality was then originally modi5ed by f ie  emphasis 0x1 the 

aim, rather &wi the removal oor constmction of any architectural elements in the mosque. 

As the decades pxogessed, a choir md orgm were added, as well as more windows.8o 

However, the fact still remained that fhe circumstmces md needs of the church dictated 

thc particular space it cocld use. 

The set of choices that w7ere made in order to host a iiiturgica% space within a 

mosque are urith the realm of prohbility and signal to a conscientious occtpaticsl: of 

the space as a whole, thou& this should not be confiised for a respect for the presewzekion 

of the building's integrity and beauty as a mosque. Once the space was consecrated, it 

was contrinually modified t b ~ o u ~  altars, tombs. and chapels and trmsfomed into a 

cathedral in its functions. However, as with the cathedral, the chapels, altars tombs 

were built or placed in locations directly dictated by the mosque's ackitecme. For 

example. the chzpels on the eastern md western walls were relatively easy to build, as 

they essentially required closing t11e aisle and patitior,ing it according te the width of the 

bays. 

There were bKding constraints of course, pa.ticuTarly since the mosque had such 

a clear grocessiona: direction, but there were clear advantages to harnessing the 

opposmities afforded by the way h e  building was akeady built. Also, altars were first 

built on pillass: whch were wide and ensxed that paintings could placed. They wzre 



particalarly prominent in a mosque heavily domiaated by thin arches, fm-ther maki,"rg 

them a compelli~g choice to place the first zltars. 

kfudejar Crqfismera afier the Reconqzcistze 

It is signi5czu2~ also to recall that it Is !&ely that a fair mount of t h s  

earlier conversion work was in fact done by M u s l i ~  crafismen who possessed the 

requisite skills for such work. Sixteen yeas after the reconquista, the first accou~ts of 

~estoratioa hme been preserved. Under ,Ufonso X, the cathedra! went t&~-ouglh 2 series of 

renovations performed by Moorish c~afrsmenr hired by the bishop beginning in 1260.'" 

"You should h o w  that the chapter of the church of Cordoba sent me chaters of Cbe king, 

Don Alfonso, my father, in which he ordered that the chzch of Smta Mwk of Cordoba 

sho8:Id have a Moorish lime b m e r  md motha, a roof-'-file a d  brick maker, for the 

works."" in 1290, Smcho lV confirms the hiring of Muslin craftsmen for the restoration 

of the cathedral of Sanaa Maria. h order to guarantee money granted to the project, 

Alfonso X wrote a charter which describes the state of the buifdIng2 "...in the above 

mentioned church of Smta Maria, here was much d a ~ a g e  in the woodwork, md ...A 

needed to be repaired in snmy ways, and ... there is a need for us to impose some remedy 

there in tlbe case that itshould be lost because, if not, the min of such a noble ckxch 

would be a ioss."" Regardless of his efforts. t i~e church was not able to afford enough 

craftsmen to ensure the bBllidi~g would not co1lapse. Alfonso X'S soS"dtion then was to 

impose se labor EZX uriqpze to Cordoba in which specific t p e s  of MusIim craftsmen ia 

Cordoba would be bound to a duty of restoring the cathedral two days a year. 

8 i -  . kcKer, 12 1. The repopulation of M u s h  sn Cordoba, accorhg to Ecker. has not beea k1By skdied. 
82 h d ,  122. Ecker provides the translated primary ddocn~e~ts in h e  appendix. 
'' Bnd. 1-22. 



It pleases us greatly that the noble ckach of Smta Mma of the c~ ty  of Cordoba 
shcuid be better 3rotected m d  no; collapse, nor anyfkr,g belonging to it be 
destroyed. I judge I: :o be appropriate ad order that aii the Moonsh carpenters. 
Easons. and sawyers &at there u e  i~ Cordob2 s50uid work, each one of them. 
five daj s of the year ~ n n  the works of the above-menaoned church  AT:^ Moor 
~;v~ho would h B  to be excused from ths, we order the magistrates and the chef of 
poi~ce that <hey west  h1;1 m d  h e  they make h do nS" 

Moors were already subjected to a racge of taxes, incjudhg tithes on 5igri~;klltwe 

and livestock production, the poll tax, ecclesiastical tithes on Imds rented from 

Cbristims, land tax, m d  daily fees for market stalls." l;g turn, they were paranteed the 

rights stipulated in the surrender pacts of the recsraquist~, primady the rights to their 

own law and legal representatives, the ri@t to access necessay establishments such as 

baths, shops p'czblic ovens, mills and waehouse. and foe to the same Escal schedule 

they had mder i93mohad administration. Moorish ! h e  burners, however, enjoyed a tax- 

free stapcis in 1281 w7hich indicated how valuable they were to h e  process of restoration 

of the building =d ir, t.m, how important its well-being was to ialfonso x.'" 

Christian eafismen were probably envious of the tax free stab'us of some Melslim 

crafis~er,, thou& Cle wmiber of actual C h s t i m  craftsmen was probably not -&A&.'~ 

Then again, the size of the Muslim population at the time is no1 known, md m c h  less 

hour many o f t h a  were masons or carpenters. %%at is clear, nonetheless: is how fir 

Affonso X md the church would go to demand coerce h e  work of Muslim workers. 

ma& must have been seen as exceptional md far above the work of Ch-istiim 

'"id.122-123. 
8 5  Itbid, 123. 
EG Faid, 123. The tax-free status for h e  bmers  'iiras a product of a pact made between Alfonso X ia 1160 
md these artisans. No documentation s-arvives, but Sancho IV, hek to the wrote a chmer on this 
matter twenty-one yeas later which r e c o d m s  the special status of lime burners in Cordoba. 
$7 Bid, 124-125. Ecker reco,onizes the lack of infomation when it comes to popdation size in 1236, though 
she puts forth an estimate, which she considers low, of 500 Musiim men in the 9250s. She dedwes the 
number by the hbute each nai.slim person had to pay, one maravedB per head, probably oniy coweiqg 
adult males the tribute was 500 mzasredis. She goes on to specdate &at if one fourth of these men were 
masons or cqenteters, the concession of the chwch would be worth 250, if every hiuslim craftsmen 
fulfilled his wx obligation. 



craftsmen, at least st Co~doba. it also points to m acute rea!izatiori that the b3ildikg 

techniques of Muslims were on soae lewl uxk;e%~a to Cb5stiar.s. E ~ e n  if the rnosqae 

%ad Seen consecrated into a cathedral, Atfons~ X's C&I for Muslim workers was due to 

the fact that the buildicg remained & some ways Cistinctiy Muslim rnoncment to 

Ch~st ims.  They had appropP-'rated it, of course, but sipi5cantly. there d w q s  seems to 

be the clear awareness of that appropiation md the decorative schme had the feel of a 

collage. 

Further proof of sriudejnr- involvemen? with the $ r ~ ~ s f o m ~ t i m  of the mosque is 

the work they often did in chapels. 13 particular, :he Capilka Red, or Royal Chapel, is 

done in a mudeja- style built in two stages. Mudejar building took piace ir. the f rst stage 

3s .k. ir. 13 : 2 before the 'maesfi60s alarifes, ' 01- master crafismen, :eft to C;anada. 1 ne  chapel 

was 8.92 metas by 5.59 mexers and h r o  staircases ieadrng from the presbytery ofthe old 

cathedral accessed the interior. 

There are two pik,aiculzly compelling examples sf how C h s t i m  life had 

intertwined in the rmosq~;e's intesor space. According to Nieto Cumplido, there were two 

locations thou&ocil t:he mosque that were me:! fiequer-tly. One of the chapels, Czpill2 

de la Concepcion, was the baptistery, while the mihrab nick is said to have housed the 

~ o s t . ' ~  Conceivably, fhe minbu, which was left in its onginai location, could hzve been 

used for a pulpit, thou' d is dso possible it served the purpose of a war trophy. These 

crystdariizing moments perfectly e x a p l i Q  Hiow one faith invades the space of the other 

'"ieto Cmpiido f i998), 460. Kieio Cumijlrdo mmioc that :he master crafsment leave :̂ or Granada, 
though be does not explore or merition the reasons for their departwe. 
89 bid. 118. 



me4 dynzl~ic is achieved in the building. These creases in its history are ha~der to 

see though the less of pure arcEkec?cral history, and instead there needs to be &I 

understanding of the fitmctions p d o m e d  withir the SUilding, how they conformed to 

what h e  building leads one to do, to the liturgical md cano~icaH needs of the 

religious community tha"eontro.Olled if. Ch3stian's storing the host in the mik7-a&, as if it 

w a  a chamber or a safety cabinet dissuades any illusions that the building was ever or 

will ever be solely C:kistim or Muslim once agzin. The church's willingiess to adopt 

such an iconic and particdm place for is la^ could also be read as a blatant disregard f o ~  

the spbo'aism of the space as a Muslim building. Again, it is the appropriation of the 

mma71311dent wWhch is what is most important. 

As witla the Byantine mosaics, the church, in this case. used the vocabulq 

the toois of I s lm to conducttheir l-,@x@cal activity and create a particular kadition in 

Cordoba. Va%ea such invasions ofthe other occur-from Muslim to CbAstim and from 

Chiski-an to MdsTim-it is no wonder that at first the clergy seemed perfectly content 

with the idea of a~ mibedded cathedral, rather than an imposing building wg63-lch would 

create its own flow and its own spaces. Once the cathedra1 was completed in the 

seventeenth century, arguably the rest of the building became less relevant. Pechaps this 

is why only one or fcvo centuries afiemmds there would be a willingness to begin 

restoration 02 the building to return it to its dignified Islamic state. 

Sh$ttng I~terests-the Sixteenth Cenfury Cathedral 

Aka witnessing the series of events leading to the mnstmction of m entirely cew 

cathedral in the sixleenth cenmy. the choices made in the past become more significant 

h their ~ i l ' n i n ~ e s s  to work with the building, rather than against k. M%& tile thrteenth 



c e n w  achieved was 2 visible hybn6, rather than a coxpEete h-ansfomatio~. T#ithou: a 

doub:, the mosque's elegant progessioc towards the qibh and the unbroken successio~; 

sf  c o l - m s  was heavily disrupted 54- the Christian l i t t~gicd needs of the church. but 

those elements would have been completely lost had the c h c k  not been able to cond.;8ct 

their business in the existing building. After the reconqzcist~ was successh2li. it was 

incredibly i m p o ~ m t  for the building to join ipl the interest of the chrch in order to ensure 

its smival. No longer could the mosque be seen as simply a mosque, bi& rather a space 

continually being trmfoLmed by its new fiabitant~ who had legitimately beam to 

~ n d e r s t ~ d  and create a routine witbin the mosque. 

h the sixteenth century, there was an apprent breakdown in "ae joint interests of 

She cathedral. Alfonso Mamique, the neeviy appointed bishop, proposed building a new 

ca&e&al in 152 '1. h h!s view the Hocation of tbe cathedrafin the space was not prominent 

90 7 -  enou@ to conhzt f ie  large scale processions he envisioned. uncioubtedly, the post- 

reconquista cathedral was small and confined to space that was not conadcive towards 

expmsion. Only the nineteenth aisle, that farthest west, was adequate for processional 

entrances. Tborngh the c o l ~ m s  of $esio aisles had been removed, the chorus was not Isk'ge 

enough to house &e i-nierachy of chmcLwen who took pat in religious activity in the 

cahedrsl. 

As we h o w  from the objections 10 the plan, voiced both by the city councii and 

later by l x ~ g ,  Mamique envisioned a cab\edrd which was untrue to the sentiment md 

fabric: of dlordobm society. However. his duty as bishop was to ensure rn adequate 

iimrgical space. The reaction by the council of the city was telling. On a purely rational 

level, their a - s q e n t  was to preserve the chapels and burials that had already been 



91 a7 erected 5y rich patrons they nndoubtedly counted on financially. i ney were piacing 

themselves as the protectors of the patrons of those chapels burials. Stra:e@cal!y this 

memt that the city's powerful. as well as the hng. had a si&e in the proceedmgs. 

However, their tbeats to craftsmen willing to work for the cbuch i~ the new 

construction presumably stemmed from the desire to preserve the building as it was. They 

perceived it to be one of the noblest buildings ever built. In that judLgment st is difficult to 

calculate hoar important a role was played by :he fact that it was constructed by Muslim 

rvld Byzantine craftsmen, but that was certainly  pa^ of its identity, not to mention &at the 

city's history was basically inscribed in every single material of constmctior, of the 

building. collective rnmory of :he city valued their mosque, much i r  rhe same way 

that Fernmda III placed value upon it. h asy case, the sensibilities of the church bad 

changed. it is possible [hat tbe Gmayyad legacy which had given the building an added 

layer of importance and s);mboiism was no longer enougll to make its possessors feel E 

sense of responsibility to its well being. After dl ,  in the thirteenth c e n t q  the residue of 

Muslim mie was still palpable. but in the sixteenth century, after almost thee hundred 

years since the ueconquistn, the preoccupetions shifted away from relative loyalty to :he 

iconic bwildiilg into a desire to give mchitectura1 preeminence to the C h s t i m  faith. 

Unfortunately, no record of what was restored under Nfonso X has survived, 

ihough the concern ~ i t h  the integity offhe building-strucluraliy and decoratively-was 

echoed in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries by xchitects seeking to restore the 

splendor of the Great 14osque of Cordoba. It is safe to asstme that Alfonso X's 



liestorat.,ons were most concerned wirh stmitwaf integrity. He did not \xiant file buildiag 

to collapse or the roof "i ro" but k s  concerns ~3~ere not ~ecessa151y to retain the 

authenticity of the Muslim bu;lding. Ricxdo Velazqaez Boscs. e remou%ed architect zt 

the time, was one of the earhest examples of an archtect willing to restore some 

semblance of the &matic beauty m d  e3ect of the mosque that had bem lost under 

layers of Chstian modifications. Velazquez Bosco was in search of that authenticity in 

every restorative effort in the building. 

The pro=inence of the building was not solely concemated in Cordoba or the 

sunomdisg regions by the twentieth century. T\,\%e_rp Fe!lx Hernandez, m archirect 

commissioned to excavate in the cathedral i~ 11930, b e g a ~  his excavations in I932 they 

were quickly brought to a halt by the Excav~tions Superior Comci: due to a ?lea by a 

concerned ccamcilam, An archeologist and an engineer were then dispatched to the 

cahedrd in order to inspect Feiiz Hernandez's proceedrngs and essentially protect the 

building. me Ma&ici newspaper La Liz  ran hvo stories in I932 calling attention to the 

excavation. Both were clear w-itb their message against the excavation, as they saw it as a 

theat to the b ~ i l d h g  as a whole. The first story related the problem of arsteven ~ 5 ~ ~ s  

due to the extraction of the soil, while the second was pure sensationalist jomdism. In 

the December 28" front page here appeared a composed photogzpb of the coiumns of 

the aosque collapsing w:th fhe headline reading "Esta maEana, y sin que aun se sepan 

Ias causas, se ha d e ~ " ~ ~ m b a d o  la ,aipezquit~i de Cordoba. De Ias mil doscientas col, ? I ~ T . Z Y Z Q S  

no quedan eii pie mas qve iloce. "92 To add to the dramatic headline, the photogap;, 

pictiired four dead bodies sprawled among the nibble of collapsed arches. This, of course, 

was no; tme. but it ec'lroed some of the discomfort suxornding the excava:isns. 

92 %id, 38. "Ths m & g ,  a d  for s:i91 d a o . r m  reasons. the mosque of Cordoba has collapsed. Of &e 
1,200 coEurms only 12 remam standing." 



Newspapers m7ere notthe only ones to cienomce the mostrecent intene&H$to~s Lq 

the mosqde, bat dso the Caleholic periodica! Ei Definsor de Cordoba P ~ I I  ~r s t07  saying, 

"iDob~e CctedraP Qezre nzai ha hecho a esos avguitec,?ets gzre un dia sl' y otro ~ a m b i e ~  

h a c e ~  caiicatas para averiguar no sabemos que, pero con l'izdudable peligj-o de /as cosas, 

de defaNes que soil ya suita~rciaies con la iiistoria de Co~doba?'"~ El Dqiei~sor not only 

"Iented fhe zcbitects t m p e ~ n g  with their cathe&al, but also the doubt implied of the 

existence of the c h c h  of St. Vincent by conducting excavations. 

The role of the press i~ the twentieth century marks the tlxeshold from which we 

G&? see the rnosque/cathe&d as more than a symbol of importance for Cordoba: but &om 

which it entered the consciousness of the public a":age. The wchitects involved in the 

restorative efforts were, in z sense, allowing the citizens of Cordoba and of Spai2 to 

envision the aosque as closely as it once stood. El Definsor's distaste fbr the howledge 

they had seen as legitimate md z w e l l - s t a b s  fact cm also perhaps imply that the 

catbekisal, =ore thm before. was an iconic monument that the church could not hmess  or 

suppress as i"id in the past. 

93 Bid* 39. " Poor Cathedral! LVIat has ~t done .to h s e  archtects that one day or another d ~ g  pits m order $3 
mvestigate uho knours what, but wrth cemm danger, of details that are akeady made certam by the history 
of Cordoh?" 



Conclushn: The Great Mosque of Corcioba Today 

Earlier this yeas I had the ?leaswe of speaIking 2 0  Fiabaz S a m  ?ioo6. a 

evor~derfd schoFIar and professor of Islamic Art, abom my passionate interest in the 

trmsfomations of the Great AMosque of Cordoba. He was very gracious md helpful in 

letting me how ~zuch  we actua1Hy h o w  about this building. He lamented. like 

mmy others. that the Great Mosque of Cordoba is mostly studied as a Maslim building, 

and that sometimes its later history is overlooked by those spadying IsEmic Art. 

Re2",ecting ~ p o n  that con~~eh-siltion I once again reminded by the assumptions we make 

aboux experts md of Professor Cssrlton's story about bmacks.  As I embarked on ~y 

research project Z was ; a m  Silly aware of what was &ere md what was missing. 

\%%at T was pmsumg was the sense of wonder I felt upon entering a building that 

felt Iike z co1:age. rather than a mosque or a cathedral. I started tlxdang about the 

building as housing two opposiz~g sldes, but then later realized that the &msfomations 

from one to decade or century to mother could not easily be explained &I-ougl the 

rhetoffc of~ ius l im versus Chiistian space. m a t  was visible, most clez-jy, was a collage, 

a monument x-hch t b ~ o u ~  its evolution had grown into a building where Metslam and 

Cbistim elemems co-existed and needed one mother. 

The restoration efforts made by Qelaquez Bosco and Felix Hernmdez have no 

2oubt contri5uted to om Imowlaedge of $ow the mosque was built md how it once looked 

-Wds1Hm mle. I cannot help but t&&, however, that by the ~ e n ~ i e t h  cenhiry the 



Great Mosque of Cordoba had beer, the Cathedral of Cordoba for seven; haadred years, 

twice as I B C C ~  "ne as it ha6 speat 3s a mosque. The xgency of conse,.vs~;ion. of 

r e~~rn ing  the building to its o@nal or authmtic state, is then problematic. This 

building's life spa had endure6 more trmsfomations as a C h i s t i a ~  building fgim it e~-er  

did as a Mcsiim building. Is it then worth resroring the Christian elments r a c k  than the 

*Muslim elements? 

These issues are not solely presenx in t h s  building, of comse. b&i'i are the 

pesrions fiat arise wi4h my building WE& is reused. For example. last Fall I took part 

in the envirorumxtal piaariing project to move Keliogg House from its curreat "?cation to 

a more visibie site. Part of the project was to convert the zistoricai home into a green 

building. As we delved deeper into the resewc;? of what ir wouid take to mike a green 

building, we realized tIaa: it was expensive to modify the house to the extent &a$ we 

~eeded  to if we wanted to achneve ow goal. Furtlher. as we examined the house for 

original feaPw-es, we quickly realized how difficult that was in itself. we had to decide 

whe*&er m Deco sn;i~dow was worth preserving or whether it simply was not 

histos"Hc2 e~oergh. At what point, as concened conseffiiatlonists, would we have reached 

acceptable level of authenticity? r%nd more importantly, was the house able to fesifill 

Kle needs of the c o m ~ m i t y  or would sfwting  new be a better option? 

Of COPTS~, the building is valcable & itself as at is a hstoric Willdmstown hose. 

No doubt. Fernando 111 and subsequent rulers realized how hstorically valuable the Geat  

Mosque of Cotiioba tndy w s  md how preserving it and ml~di@ing if to CL~stian needs 

was a far beaer answer thaa starting mew. Unlike KeiBogg House, Christian liturgical 

needs wexe easily met within the former mosque m d  thxs its existence as a converted 

Cbxistian space began. 



As more or less a cascaj tr;'larris"kias: sun~~-er .  i felt the problems complexities 

facing the building -were palpable, but not until recently was E able to M!y upaderstand 

them. Gpon entering the building the energy in the ~ i r .  not only created by pmpldets or 

travel s i d e s  bu; also by the expectations of the c~owds of people waiting to enter, is one 

of entering a tenth centuy mosque built &ring the Muslim conquest of al-hdalus. Once 

inside Lie reaiization strikes that the space is peppered layered wth  Clxistizm 

elenerpts better suited for a Renaissance or Baroque cathedral, instead ofa ten& centmy 

mosque. 

In December of 2006 the Isia"~~ic Board of Cordoba received an answer to their 

request to make the Cathedral of Cordoba into an ecumeGcal temple. The bishop of 

Cordoba did not accept the request released a statement saying that joinase of 

temples or birildkgs would generate confusion the fait';lhLg4 h the Ielter from 

the I s % ~ ~ c  Board. they stated, "Vlhat we wanted was not to take over that holy place, "out 

to create in ir, together with you and other faiths, an ecumenicd space unique in the 

world which woujd have been s f  great significance in bringing peace to hmakty." 

Today, security pards  often stop MusEim worshippers h m  praying inside the cathekal. 

I was witness to a few instwi~es when s e c ~ t y  hrid to be alerted and people had to be 

discowaged &om paying. 

The request does not seem quite so out of h e  ordinary if the recent Wentieth 

century attempts to "re-Isiamicize" the space are taken as factors for why the space still 

remains a mosque in t"n eyes of some. Its aches are beautifully conserved, the qibk 

continues to shine, the axial nave is no longer impeded by the former cathedral, md 

darkness continues to consume almost 'cise entirety of the building. Hn fact. entrance is gee 

9%rit~sh Broadcasting Co. "'Spain's Cathedral Shuns Mnsli~? Plea." December 28,2506. 
c 5 ~  3eiis.bt;c co.uk 2 k e-drme 6213655 s ; z >  Accessed May 7 2007. 



in the morJngs for mass 511t Cqere is the distinct waning that adznission 'Is o d y  for the 

cathedral cot for the ancient Eosque. Even within the rhetoric of the church, :he 

buiioildk~g still holds some of its duality: at least as far as Lee tourist trade is concerned. 

However, whle the initial reaction IS a confusion for what the building 

authentically is, Muslim or Ck~st im,  upon fiikrrthe~ consideration is becomes strikingly 

c iea  that "a%. of faiths hme bem intertwined in the bisto,.y ofthe %ailding long enou@ 

to create a distinct ::chitecr~~aj style. Oleg Gabax, in an essay abou? Spanish Mi;sljm art 

tit!ed "Two Paradoxes 05'Isiimic A&," describes the mosque of Cordobz as a mosque 

contem2ora~ with other hj~postyle mosques, particularly i~ the Mus'iim West. but .'few 

other mospes are dessgraed k such a way that everqeing in it, even later additions i2!e 

the Ciistiaxn. chapels md  the church. had to be done in the hmol.Bac key of the 

constmctions of the early ninth ce?"ntu~-y."~' He points to the care with which the first 

trasfomations were ma6e a d  how they succeeded in fitting into the larger fabric of the 

building. The decision to p r e s m ~  h e  building had been made md rdther than both fa-ths 

beiag in opposition, they were ultimately bomd in a symbiotic relationship which has 

given -itrap for a distinct hybrid building still sou&t my many travelers and captured in 

the coilective m m o v  of Musbms and CksBims dike. 



FIGURES 

Figures for Chapters One to p o d 6  

Figure 1. Original mosque's floor plan, drawn by Felix Hernandez. 

Figure 2. Abd ar-Rahman 1's original mosque, view of columns and bases. 

% All images from Nieto Cumplido unless othawise noted. 



Figure 3. Drawing of double-tiered arch system, after Felix Hernandez. 

c l b l W 4  

Figure 4. Great Mosque of Damascus, floor plad7 

"Flood, 334. 
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Figure 5. Abd ar-Rahman 11's enlargement 

rigure o. AJ-na~am 11,s arcnes ana co~umns, especlauy maae ror the mosque. 



Figure 7. Al-Hakam's enlargement in relation to the entirety of the mosque 

Figure 8. Axial nave of al-Hakam I1 



Figure 9. Enlargements to the date of al-Hakam 11's tenth century mosque 



Figure 10. Abd ar-Rahman 11's mihrab columns as placed at the enhance of al-Hakam 
11's mihrab niche. 





I Figure 14. Villaviciosa Chapel, view h m  westemmost aisle to altar 

rlgure 15. Al-Mansur's addition and rib-vaulting of aisle behind the altar 



98 Toms Balbas, 107. 



Figure 17. Restored roof by Velazquez Bosco 
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